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- Just Among Ourselves 
“Where There Is a Will There Is a Way” 


fulness of this saying, how differently 

we would go about our work to seek out 
the way. By using our wills with a deter- 
mination that would know no defeat, we 
would forge ahead until the seeming insur- 
mountable task of finding the way is ac- 
complished. That much depends upon the 
“J will,” we think all will agree. One of 
the primary causes of so many failures in 
this life is that so many of us think in terms 
of defeat even before we have commenced 
or undertaken the task that has been assigned 
us, or that in the course of events becomes 
ours to do. None of us can hope to accom- 
plish much if we go about it in a half- 
hearted way. Many, far too many of us, 
prefer to choose the way of least resistance, 
and that way always leads downward and 
never upward. It requires push and pull 
with a great amount of energy and deter- 
mination to rise to or pear the top where 
things worth while or the larger things are 
accomplished. 


I: all of us could but realize the truth- 


MUCH DEPENDS UPON PLANS USED 


That much depends upon the plans made 
and the way they are executed, we think all 
are agreed. We see this clearly and satis- 
factorily demonstrated by the example giv- 
en below. We are in receipt of a letter and 
remittance from our good brother, Rev. E. 
A. Watkins, D. D., pastor of our church at 
Urbana, Illinois, who writes us as follows: 


I am sending you the following list of 
subscribers, some of them renewals and 
some new subscribers. We put on a Spe- 
cial Herald Week, speaking last Sunday on 
the subject of “The Value of Religious Lit- 
erature in the Home,” and following it up 
with a canvass of every family in the 
church. We hope to include it in the budget 
for next year and thus did not ask for more 
than six months’ subscriptions. Our fiscal 
year begins June 1. All the six months’ 
subscriptions should begin with December 
1 and end with June 1. I am enclosing 
checks to cover. 


With the above letter, Dr. Watkins sends 
us a list of twenty-three subscriptions— 
nineteen new and four renewals. And, 
while he only asked for six months’ sub- 


scriptions, six of them are for one year. 
You will observe he is hoping to make The 
Herald of Gospel Liberty an item of the an- 
nual budget of his church for next year. 
There is no doubt in the mind of the writer 
about his accomplishing this task, as he is 
preparing his people for it. Having the 
will he is sure to find the way. 

We hope many of our pastors will follow 
the splendid example set by Dr. Watkins and 
take up at once in a definite way the work 
of putting The Herald of Gospel Liberty in 
the homes of all their people. 

e A. F. CHASE, 
Circulation Manager. 


Universal Week of Prayer 


(Continued from page twenty-two) 


may be so pure in faith, so rich in benevo- 
lence, so faithful in duty; that none of 
her enterprises at home or abroad may 
suffer for want of men or support. 
That all races may realize that the solu- 
tion of the race problem is in Christ, and 
that Christians may make this realiza- 
tion easy and not difficult. 
That the Bible, the Lord’s Day, and the 
Sacraments, the gracious wealth of Chris- 
tian worship, may be loved and preserved. 
Scripture Readings—Rom. 10; Psa. 94; I 
Cor. 16:1-9; II Cor 9. 


oO 


It is said, “All that glitters is not gold.” 
This is indeed true, but many things that 
do not glitter are more precious than gold. 
There are other things so precious that all 
the gold in the world could not buy them. 
To a hungry mother-heart the smile of her 
baby is worth more than the wealth of the 
world. When Peter and John opened the 
eyes of the blind man at the gate Beau- 
tiful, the poor fellow did not care that they 
said, “Silver and gold have I none.” He 
had something better than gold and that 
gold could not buy.—Selected. 

o 

The Bible is a bridge spanning the deep 
river of life, built of steel and concrete by 
inspired workmen. The foaming floods have 
never shaken its adamantine foundation. 
It has never needed repair and no one needs 


doubt its security. On its stone floor, worn 
smooth by the feet of devout pilgrims, mil- 
lions have crossed on to glory and by it 
we must cross over if we would walk with 
safety.—Dr. George W. McDaniel, in “The 
Supernatural Jesus,” 


i 


“In matters of faith, nothing fails like 
duplicity and make-believe; nothing is so 
necessary to success as integrity and con- 
viction of mind.” 

, 


The main trouble with common sense is 
that it is not common enough.—Lumberman. 


Deaths 


Mrs. R. M. Huckell, the mother of Rev. W. A. 
Huckell, pastor of Thurston Christian Church. died 
November 18, 1924, in the seventieth year of her age. 
Mrs. Huckell was associated in Christian work with 
her son many years. She united with the Thurston 
Christian Church in 1923. Her passing was like some 
one longing for rest. Her last words were, “I am so 
happy.” Her funeral was held in the Thurston Chris- 
tian Church, Rev. A. A. Wright officiating. Burial 
was made in the beautiful Woodlawn Cemetery at El- 
mira. Servant of God, well done. 

Rev. W. A. HUCKELL. 














A long life, replete with good deeds and noble serv- 
ice, was closed on earth when Sister Amanda Thomp- 
son passed away after many months of deep afflic- 
tion. The last twelve weeks of her life were spent 
in her sick bed, but the end came at last on Novem- 
ber 17, 1924, at the ripe age of seventy-six years. She 
was the devoted wife of Deacon Nathan Thompson, 
of the Ludlow Falls, Ohio, Christian Church, to whom 
she was married December 28, 1865. He had just 
returned from the Civil War in which he served as 
a soldier more than three years. When the Christian 
Church at Ludlow Falls was organized in 1886, Broth- 
er and Sister Thompson both became charter mem- 
bers. All of their married life of nearly fifty-nine 
years has been spent in and near Ludlow Falls. In 
her departure a woman of strong personality and no- 
ble character has left us. The impress of her active, 
faithful life abides with the multitude of friends with 
whom she was associated in life. And she has be- 
queathed a heritage of tender memories to her loved 
ones that will be cherished as long as life shall last. 
She was noted for her kindness and sympathy, and 
for her thoughtful regard for those about her. In 
her home-life she was an affectionate wife and mother, 
counting no sacrifice too great to render for her loved 
ones. Brother and Sister Thompson were blessed with 
a family of eleven children, ten of whom are living. 
The husband and children have the profound sym- 
pathy of a host of relatives and friends in their great 
loss, but all are comforted with the assurance that 
their loss is infinite gain to their loved one.—O. P. F. 








Official Information 


MINISTERS’ NEW ADDRESSES 


A. B. Kendall, 310 N. Plum St., Springfield, Ohio. 
Cc. O. Spriggs, New Philadelphia, Ohio. 

John N. Ross, 1102 W. 15th St., Muncie, Ind. 
Alonzo A. Thomas, Charity, Mo. 

Alva B. Houseman, R. R. 2, Casstown, Ohio. 

H. D. Cole, 722 Cottonwood, Emporia, Kansas. 
lL. C. Winn, 907 S. Lafontain, Kokomo, Indiana. 
W. C. Stout, Buckland, Ohio. 

Rosa O. Roemer, Finesville, N. J. 

W. D. Harward, Windsor, Va. 








CHURCH WANTED 


I have half time for some church wishing half 
time preaching. 

I can give the best of reference if desired. 

If some church wishes a revival, I will hold it for 
the freewill offering. 


Commercial Point, Ohio. 


Rev: J. E. CLARK. 





WESTERN IOWA CONFERENCE 


A special session of the Western Iowa Christian 
Conference will be held in the Truro Christian 
Church Wednesday, December 31, 1924, at 1:30 p. m. 
The items of incorporation are to be acted upon. 

J. M. KAUFFMAN, President, 

J. W. CUNNINGHAM, Secretary. 








Library, Union Theo. Seminary 
T20th St. & Broadway (Fnd) Oct 25 
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Sunday-School Lesson Commentaries, 1925 


PELOUBET’S SELECT NOTES 


It has been issued for fifty 
years with ever increasing 
popularity and _ usefulness, 
which fact alone is a wonder- 
ful argument for its value 
and helpfulness. Rich in ma- 
terial, comprehensive in its 
scope, practical in its treat- 
ment; every superintendentr, 
teacher, and scholar will find 
in it his Own personal re- 
quirements. Marion Lawrance 
voices the sentiments of thou- 
sands when he says: 


“How this standard com- 
mentary has been able to 
maintain itself during all 
these years, growing annually 
stronger and richer, is a 
marvel to the Sunday-school 
world. Personally, I do not 
see how any Sunday-school 
teacher can hope to do his 
best without the rich, full 
helps found in these NOTES.” 

It should be the companion 
of every Sunday-school 
worker. Price, $2.00, postpaid. 


PARAMOUNT BIBLE SCHOOL SUPERINTEND- 
ENT’S POCKET RECORD 


A real companion to any superintendent. Helpful 
hints; Brief History of the Sunday-school; Bible Statis- 
tics; Dates of all Special Sundays and Holidays; Sug- 
gested Order of Service; Condensed Reports; Officers and 
Teachers Record; New Scholars, ete. Price, 60 cents, 
postpaid. 


THE MONDAY CLUB SERMONS 
FOR 1925 


For forty-eight years this annual 
volume has maintained its place as 
a commentary on the International 
Sunday School Lessons that is 
“different.” Its particular value 
lies in its unique analysis of the les- 
son, affording the leaders of adult 
classes in particular a summary 
which is unusual, supplementing all 
other “helps.” Price, postpaid, $2.00. 


TORREY’S GIST OF THE LESSON 


The original Vest Pocket Companion, 
which has had many imitators, but no 
equal. As Marion Lawrance_ says, 
“Boiled down and pressed, skimmed, 
strained, yet full, generous, helpful.” 
Flexible binding, 40 cents, net. 


———=5 





_ 


SNOWDEN’S SUNDAY-SCHOOL 
BOOK 

Practical Expositions of the 
International Sunday-School Les- 
sons of 1925. Improved Uniform 
Series; Topics for Young People 
and Adults. By Reverend James 
H. Snowden. Price, postpaid, 
$1.25. 























THE SUPERINTENDENT’S HELPER, 1925 
A pocket encyclopedia of Sumday-school methods. It 
contains many valuable helps for the busy superintend- 
ent and is vest-pocket size. Price, 40 cents. 


TARBELL’S TEACHERS’ GUIDE 


The previous year’s issues have 
established this commentary in the 
minds of Sunday-school teachers 
and scholars as a most complete and 
useful Sunday-school Commentary. 
The object is, first and all, to pre- 
sent the very best Commentary on 
the lessons, with every conceivable 
help ‘hat modern § science and 
modern methods can render. 





Printed in clear, plain type with 
many handsome Illustrations, Maps, 
Diagrams, etc. Price, postpaid, $2.00. 





ARNOLD’S PRACTICAL COMMENTARY 


Contains:—1. Introduction. 2. 
Home Reading. 3. Lesson Text, 
Golden Text, Practical Truth, 
Topic, and Outline arranged as 
a responsive exercise. 4. Text 
also in American Revision. 5. 
Time. 6. Place. 7. Parallel Ac- 
counts. 8. Comments. 9. Ques- 
tions. 10. Practical Survey. 11. 
Practical Application. 12. Black- 
board Exercise. 13. With the 
Seniors and Adults. 14. The In- 
termediate Class. 15. The Jun- 
iors. 16. The Primary Class. 
17. Maps. 18. Bible Dictionary. 
Price, postpaid, $1.00. 


THE SUPERINTENDENT’S GUIDE 


FOR 1925 


A Pocket Manual for 
Superintendents 


By Dr. Harry Edwards Barton 
NOT A LESSON COMMENTARY 


It is designed to HELP SUPERIN- 
TENDENTS make their _ schools 
better in every way. 

For each month it gives valuable 
suggestions on How to Conduct the 
School, an Order of Service, and 
Hints for the Workers’ Conference. 


_ For each Sunday it gives an Out- 

, line for the Desk Lesson, a Prayer, 

a list of appropriate Hymns, and Thoughts for the Super- 

intendent’s Quiet Hour. Special suggestions for Festi- 
vals and Holidays. 


The book will save many a Superintendent from being 
a failure. 


The fifty-two prayers are appreciated by those who 
need that kind of help. 


There are pages for Records and blank pages for 
Notes. 


Bound in imitation leather, in size to fit vest pocket. 


Priee, 50 cents. 


STAR SUPERINTENDENT’S POCKET RECORD 


Most anything that any superintendent could want is 
found in this book in compact form. No superintendent 
ought to be without it. Price, postpaid, 85 cents. 


The Christian Publishing Association 


Fifth & Ludlow Sts. 


DAYTON, OHIO 
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There Christ Is Born Again 


WHEREVER one repenting soul 
Prays, in its agonies of pain, 
By God’s sweet grace to be made whole— 
There Christ is born again. 


Wherever, bond of ancient thrall 

A strong soul bursts its shackling chain, 

And upward strains to meet the Call— 
There Christ is born again. 


Wherever vision of the Light 

Disturbs the sleeping souls of men, 

Night trails away its shadowy flight— 
And Christ is born again. 





Wherever a soul in travail turns, 

And climbs the barriers that constrain, 

With steady cheer Hope’s sweet lamp burns— 
And Christ is born again. 





Where one foul thing is purged away, 
And life delivered of one stain, 
Love rims with gold the coming day— 
And Christ is born again. 
—John Oxenham. 
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About Folks and Things 


Over twelve hundred persons heard Dr. L. 
E. Smith’s sermon at the Christian Temple, 
Norfolk, Virginia, on a recent Sunday eve- 
ning. 

Rev. John A. Stover recently closed a 
series of meetings with his church at Lin- 
coln, Kansas, resulting in eleven additions 
to the church. 

The Sweet Valley, Pennsylvania, Christian 
Church recently closed a series of revival 
services in which the pastor, Rev. Roland 
Updyke, was assisted by Rev. Mrs. D. F. 
Reber, the blind evangelist of Philadelphia. 
There were eleven conversions, four of whom 
were added to the church. 

Rev. D. G. Pleasant assisted Rev. Lloyd 
Reich in the observance of Kingdom Enlist- 
ment Week at Hannas Creek, resulting in 
forty decisions and additions on Sunday, 
December 14. Brother Reich is doing some 
special work at Earlham College this win- 
ter in connection with his pastoral duties. 

Rev. Hiley Baker, assisted Rev. A. B. 
Thornburg in the observance of Kingdom 
Enlistment Week at Woodington, Ohio. A 
prospective list of between three and four 
hundred names was tabulated by the work- 
ers, and the campaign resulted in seventy- 
eight decisions and sixty-eight additions to 
the church. 

Rev. Paul L. Piersall recently closed a 
two weeks’ meeting of special revival serv- 
ices with the Alcove Christian Church by 
Brother C. W. Hallenbeck, field secretary 
of the New York Eastern Conference. There 
were fifteen new members added and a 
spirit of new life imparted to the entire 
membership. 

Besides those previously mentioned in The 
Herald, we learn that Rev. S. L. Beougher, 
president of Bethlehem College, and Rev. 
Mrs. Belle H. Hook, matron at Spelman 
Seminary, attended a number of the sessions 
of the Quadrennial Meeting of the Federal 
Council of Churches, which was recently 
held at Atlanta, Georgia. 

Rev. Paul L. Pearsall recently closed a 
series of meetings with his Mt. Zion Church, 
near Greenup, Illinois, in which he was as- 
sisted by Rev. S. Price. It was a fine spir- 
itual meeting, the conversions and renewals 
numbering forty-five. He is now in a meet- 
ing with the church at Freedom, being as- 
sisted by Rev. Cora Truitt. 

Any church in need of a pastor, for either 
supply or regular service, might do well to 
communicate with Rev. A. Jay Gillette, 22 
Maple Ave., Gloversville, New York. Broth- 
er Gillette was forced to give up his pastoral 
work during the summer on account of his 
health, but he is sufficiently recovered now 
to resume his work, and we trust that some 
- church will avail itself of his services. 


We are glad to learn that Rev. B. F.: 


Black has sufficiently recovered his health, 
following a relapse several weeks ago, to be 
able to resume ‘the work of his pastorate. 
Brother Black was in attendance through- 


out the session of the Christian M'ssionary 
Association of the Eastern Virginia Confer- 
ence which met with his Rosemont Christian 
Church, and played the host in his usual ex- 
cellent fashion. 


Word has been received by our Mission 
Department of the death of Mr. G. E. Ham- 
mond in the Soldiers’ Home at St. Cloud, 
Florida. Brother Hammond was originally 
from one of our churches in Wisconsin, and 
although living a part of the time outside 
our church territory, he has always kept up 
his interest in the church. He supported the 
mission work and held a good annuity bond 
issued by the Mission Board. 

The missionary society of the Riverdale 
Christian Church, Dayton, Rev. Edwin B. 
Flory pastor, exceeded its goal of seventy- 
five dollars for its Thank Offering by more 
than twenty-five dollars. A_ splendid 
Thank-offering program was given Sunday 
evening, December 7. Under the leadership 
of its president, Mrs. Emma S. Powers, this 
society, which is less than a year old, has 
developed a real vision along missionary 
lines. 

For years The Layman Company, 35 
North Dearborn Street, Chicago, Illinois, has 
published and circulated, either free or at 
less than cost, millions of pamphlets advo- 
cating tithing. It now offers, for forty cents, 
to send a package of samples containing 
thirty-nine pamphlets, about three hundred 
and seventy-five pages in all, by some forty 
authors. This package includes a tithing 
account book and two playlets. It is hoped 
that many of our pastors and stewardship 
workers will avail themselves of this gener- 
ous offer. 

The work on the new Publishing Associa- 
tion building is progressing rapidly, and the 
contractor promises Manager Stewart that 
we may have possession of the building by 
February 1. Hence it will not be long until 
our Printing Department will have larger 
and better facilities and our various officials 
will be located in their new offices. Mem- 
bers and friends of the church visiting the 
city will want to call and see the new and 
improved plant through which it is hoped 
our work may be pushed with greater speed 
and efficiency. 

The Boys’ and Girls’ Congress of the East- 
ern Indiana Christian Conference held an 
all-day retreat on evangelism, Sunday, De- 
cember 14, with the church at Winchester, 
Indiana. More than one hundred and fifty 
young people, representing twenty-three 
churches, were in attendance. Miss Stella 
Stephens, the field secretary of the Con- 
gress, made the arrangements for the meet- 
ing, and the principal speakers for the day 
were Rev. McD. Howsare, Executive Secre- 
tary of the Department of Evangelism and 
Life Service, Miss Lucy M. Eldredge, of our 
Christian Education Department, and Rev. 
A. E. Cortner, pastor of our church at Al- 
bany, Indiana. This organization has chal- 
lenged the conference to win a thousand 
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souls to Christ before Easter, and the young 
people are entering enthusiastically upon 
their task to attain this worthy goal. 

Miss Elizabeth Howsare, the director of 
religious education in the Roosevelt School 
at Ft. Apache, Arizona, in company with 
the wife of the superintendent of the school, 
recently made a trip into the northern 
part of the State to Keams Canyon to se- 
cure Protestant students for the school. 
They were snow-bound en route, so that 
they had the experience of living in the 
crude hogans with the Indians for several 
days. These trips afford fine opportunity 
to study the Navajos and to establish ex- 
cellent relations with them. Miss Howsare 
and Mrs. Stanion are now back at the 
school and have about fifty new Protestant 
students for training. 

The Christian Missionary Association of 
the Eastern Virginia Christian Conference 
held its thirty-third annual session with the 
Rosemont Chureh, Nerfolk, Virginia, Decem- 
ber 9, Rev. James H. Lightbourne presiding. 
There were ninety-five official delegates rep- 
resenting the various churches of the de- 
nomination, and the sum of $2,065 was 
raised for missionary and church extension 
work, which was over six hundred dollars 
more than that paid in at last year’s ses- 
sion. Officers for the ensuing year were 
elected as follows: Rev. J. H. Lightbourne, 
president; Rev. H. S. Hardcastle, vice-presi- 
dent; Mr. C. D. West, mission secretary; 
Dr. N. G. Newman, recording secretary; 
and Mr. B. D. Jones, treasurer. A few over 
ninety new members were secured through 
this year’s observance of Christian Mis- 
sionary Association Sunday, and it was 
voted to make this an annual event in the 
conference. The session next year will be 
held with the Oakdale Christian Church, 
near Chuckatuck, Nansemond County. 

We were shocked to learn of the sudden 
death of Mrs. Laura Minton, the mother of 
our Foreign Mission Secretary, Dr. W. P. 
Minton, last Wednesday, December 17, at 
her home in Covington, Ohio. Mrs. Min- 
ton had been in poor health for a num- 
ber of years, but her condition was not con- 
sidered serious until noon of the day of her 
death. Dr. Minton left for her bedside 
soon after noon, but arrived too late to be 
recognized by his mother. He was the only 
member of the family aside from his father 
with her at the time of her death. Funeral 
services were held at the Covington Chris- 
tian Church last Saturday afternoon, the 
pastor, Rev. W. A. Freeman, officiating. 
Dr. Minton has the sympathy of the Pub- 
lishing House group and of the entire broth- 
erhood in this great sorrow - which has 
come to him. Sister Minton was a lifelong 
Christian,.and as long as her health permit- 
ted a very earnest and active worker in the 
church; and always her exceptionally beau- 
tiful character and lovable spirit have been 
a great inspiration and help to all who knew 
her, and her earnest prayer life a power 
for good even in these later years when 
her health shut her from active Christian 
service. 
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A Little Child Shall Lead Them 


And it came to pass in those days that there went out a decree 
from Cesar Augustus, that all the world should be taxed 

(And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor 
of Syria.) 

And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city. 

And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Naz- 
areth, in Judza, unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; 
(because he was of the house and lineage of David:) 


To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. 
And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were ac- 
complished that she should be delivered. 


And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in 
swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no 
room for them in the inn. 

And there were in the same country spabherds abiding in the 
field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 


And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory 
of the ‘Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. 


And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you 
good tidings ot great joy, which shall be to all people. 


For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, 
which is Christ the Lord. 


And this shall be a sign unto you: Ye shall find the babe wrap- 
ped in, swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. 

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heav- 
enly host praising God, and saying, 

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth, peace, good will 
toward men.—Luke 2:1-14. 


tion, or conference fastened upon December 25 as the 

time of the Nativity of our Savior. Historians tell 
us that the day and the event were not celebrated before 
the Fourth Century and there was no uniformity in the 
period of observing the Nativity among the early 
churches. Neither does it matter that we have taken 
from the Catholics their mass and attached it to our 
Christ, nor that the Catholic Church celebrates three 
masses at Christmas, namely, at midnight, at daybreak, 
and in the morning. Neither does it matter that Scotch 
Presbyterians and English Nonconformists have gen- 
erally rejected all religious observance of the day “as a 
human invention and savoring too much of papistry.” 
What does matter is the occasion itself, as we now have 
it, and the spirit that prompts and permeates it. 


| matters little now as to what communion, congrega- 


F all the festive seasons or days observed, none are 

comparable to that of Christmas. Whether it be 
the right time or the wrong time, it celebrates the birth 
of a Child, and Christmas is 


ment in nothing more powerful and pointed than in 
the fact and the spirit of the Christmas time and sea- 
son. Children are showing us how to keep and to pro- 
mote a holiday. The adults of the world have tried time 
and again by issuing proclamations, decrees, and stat- 
utes, to establish a national or international holiday. But 
no holiday or festive occasion has ever yet been estab- 
lished comparable to our Christmas time, either in spirit 
or in universality; and this, too, without the proclama- 
tion of any potentate, the act of any parliament, or the 
decree of any government. We may, if we will, deny the 
leadership of childhood in many particulars, but we are 
compelled to admit that the children have led the world 
in the establishment and in the observance of a holiday. 
This much from the historical and purely human point 
of view. 


UT there is a deeper and a divine side to the occasion, 
whenever and however begun, that cannot be ignored. 
Through the leadership of our children we celebrate, 
how wisely or unwisely need not now be said, the advent 
into the world of the one and only Child of a virgin. On 
Christmas Day we shall not debate the parenthood of 
Mary’s Son; we shall sing our Christmas carols, rejoice 
in giving gifts, take heart that there was born into the 
world a man-child at whose nativity the heavenly host 
sang “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, 
good will toward men.” No other child ever had such an 
advent, and of no other child had a prophet declared 
(Isaiah 7:14), “A virgin shall conceive and bear a Son 
and shall call his name Immanuel.” And of no other 
child have two of his most authentic biographers de- 
clared that in this Child the prophecy was fulfilled; all 
of which comes simply to this: That in him, to use a 
fond word of Emerson, God and man “ensphere.” Oh, 
Child of God! Oh, Child of woman-born! Thou art indeed 
capable and competent to establish in the world a glorious 
and festive season such as no other of woman-born could 
establish! Man rising to speak his highest and holiest 
sentiments! God descending to put a hymn of praise 
upon the faltering, fainting lips of man! To bring to 
the earth life for death, beauty for ashes, hope for de- 
spair! In this Child, God was manifesting all the poten- 
tialities and possibilities of 





children born of womankind. 





fundamentally the children’s 
time and season. Long before 
the event began the Prophet 
Tsaiah (Isa. 11:6) had very 
pointedly declared, “And a 
little child shall lead them.” 


‘TRE Editor is now on a two months’ leave of absence from 

his work in order that he may take some rest and medical 
treatment that have become imperative. Our readers will 
profit by his absence in that others will write these editorials. 
We are sorry, however, that the “Trend of Events” will have 
to be discontinued during that time——The Editor. 


In this Child womankind, go- 
ing down into the mysteri- 
ous darkness of that event 
called birth, brings to the 
world that glorious achieve- 





This prophecy has its fulfill- 


ment called life in which all] 
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the potentialities and possibilities of infinite and sublime 
achievement dwell. 


HE Christmas spirit is the spirit of joyous and happy 

childhood; of divine and holy attitudes and manifesta- 
tions. We shall sing our songs, give our gifts, receive our 
tokens of esteem and of sweet friendship. In brief, during 
this season, we shall live in, as we help to create about 
us, a benevolent attitude; we shall breathe the spirit of 
gifts and of giving; we shall live in one glad day of be- 
atific peace and right good will among our fellows. For 
unto us a Child is born, into the world a Child has come, 
who will never be satisfied until, through his leadership, 
he shall have made all the days of the year a happy 
Christmas Day, and shall have created in the world a holy, 
a happy, a benevolent atmosphere, and established in the 
world a spirit of unselfishness and of devotion to the hap- 
piness and welfare of others. “For unto us a Child is 
born, unto us a Son is given: and the government shall 
be upon his shoulders: and his name shall be called Won- 
derful, Counselor, the mighty God, the everlasting Fa- 
ther, the Prince of Peace. J. O. ATKINSON. 


Open-mindedness 
OME time ago I had the privilege of visiting one of 
S the outstanding scientists and inventors. He told 
of a machine he had in mind which would be able to 
show the progress of an electron across a glass plate. 
When I went to college we talked of atoms as the unit of 
matter. Today it seems that an atom is somewhat like a 
solar system with electrons buzzing about in their orbits 
within the atom. Somehow or other I have not been able 
to make clear to myself whether this man was just 
spoofing us, or whether he was really serious. At any 
rate, his record for the accomplishment of the impossi- 
ble is such that I am rather sure that if he sets his mind 
to it, the thing will eventually be done. He has the quality 
of open-mindedness. To him every new idea or suggestion 
receives a warm and hearty welcome. His system is not 
so air or water tight that nothing new can come in. Noth- 
ing is impossible. 

A man recently found himself concerned over the re- 
ligious education situation in the county in which he lived. 
After thinking the matter over at some length, he called 
into conference a number of individuals who are not 
usually called together for a discussion of religious mat- 
ters, for he had representatives of the various Protestant 
groups, as well as the Roman Catholic and the Jewish. 
These men finally decided upon a plan in which they could 
all co-operate, and the meeting adjourned, with the Meth- 
odist pastor taking the Jewish rabbi and Roman Catholic 
priest to their homes in his auto. The man did not have 
so much intelligence that he knew the thing could not be 
done, so he went ahead and did it. Both of these men 
exhibited the quality of open-mindedness. They were not 
content to say, “This thing never has been done, there- 
fore it cannot be done.” 

There are two tendencies that one can observe among 
a large number of people. The first is the tendency to 
refuse to consider any new suggestion or any new idea 
that is presented because it does not fit into their scheme 
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ot things, or because it does not seem to find a place in 
the system of their thought or philosophy. The accept- 
ance of the idea might mean the necessity of a revision of 
their thinking, or an overturning of some cherished con- 
ceptions. Therefore when they meet with any new idea 
or conception which does not fit in with their previous 
thinking they merely close their minds to it. The second 
tendency which is most unfortunate in our day is to 
give any new idea or suggestion that may be presented 
a bad name and then condemn it. When a man suggests 
that possibly some change might be made in the political 
system, and that it only stands to reason that all wisdom 
did not die with the passing of the men who formed our 
fundamental law, he is dubbed a “Bolshevist” and sen- 
tenced to be shot at sunrise. No real serious considera- 
tion is given to the merits of the opinion or suggestion 
offered. If aman has ventured to advance some idea con- 
cerning a more just adjustment of some of our economic 
arrangements, he is dubbed a “Communist” and cast into 
outer darkness, where weeping and gnashing of teeth are 
considered to be the chief occupation. 

If any advance is to be made in bringing about a bet- 
ter world in which we are to live, if we are to make 
progress along any line, it will be by reason of the fact 
that many men and women are cultivating this happy 
quality of open-mindedness. They will bring to bear up- 
on every idea that is presented to them a mind ready to 
consider and weigh without prejudice. 

Objection is raised to this attitude of mind by some 
who feel that it means a man is never settled but is 
always changing his positions. Ought there not to be 
some convictions about which a man would never ask 
questions? Open-mindedness does not necessitate going 
without convictions, nor does it necessarily involve a con- 
stant changing of opinions. It means a man has not 
closed his mind to growth, that he is still able to consider 
new ideas, and that he is a “living” personality. 

Open-mindedness does not mean, however, that quality 
of mind which merely accepts everything because it is 
new. There are those who believe themselves to be pro- 
gressive simply because they espouse every new cause 
and every new idea. The acceptance of every new idea 
because it is new may be worse than that quality of mind 
which rejects everything new simply because it is new. 
The quality of mind most greatly needed today in order 
to make for sane, reasonable, and constructive progress, 
is that which is open and ready to receive sympathet- 
ically the new ideas and the new suggestions, to study 
them in the light of previous human experience and 
knowledge, adopting and acting upon those which are 
good, rejecting those which do not justify themselves in 
the light of experience. 

The cause of progress is not assisted by those who re- 
fuse to give consideration to that which is new because 
it is new, nor yet by those who accept the new simply 
because it is new. The cause of progress is advanced by 
those open-minded men and women who carefully con- 
sider every new idea and suggestion, weighing it care- 
fully. Such men and women prove all things and they 
hold fast to that which is good, whether it be old or 
whether it be new. IRVIN E. DEER. 




















The Value of Co-operation in Christian Work 


N the discussion of any subject, a survey 
I of the field is necessary. Not only in Iowa 

but throughout, the States of the Union, 
the rural churches are, for the most part, in 
a disorganized condition that prevents the 
carrying forward of the work they are in- 
tended to accomplish. I include in the term 
“rural” not only the farming communities 
of a State, but the villages and smaller 
towns of fifteen hundred population or less. 
The causes which have contributed to the 
conditions which now exist are numerous, 
but the chief one and the one which is most 
easy of remedy is the division of Christian 
people into denominations and sects. 

To co-operate is to work together. In our 
daily business of living, all understand the 
value of co-operative effort. In pioneer 
days in Iowa, every settlement had to be co- 
operative in its house and barn raisings, in 
harvesting, in threshing, and in all the va- 
rious work that fell to a pioneer commun- 
ity where the individual had to have the 
help of his neighbors. This co-operative 
work also provided, in a large way, the so- 
cial life of the community. The growth of 
the population of the State, the invention 
of machinery, and the trend towards special- 
izing in work have in a large measure, made 
obsolete the old co-operative institutions of 
the pioneers. In the early days, the reli- 
gious work of the community was carried 
on in much the same way as the secular 
work. The people, almost universally, 
joined in any religious work, such as the 
revivals and camp meetings which fur- 
nished the chief religious instruction of the 
community. 

Co-operation is unity. We all know the 
strength of unity. Most of you have doubt- 
lessly heard, in one form or another, the 
story of the man and his seven sons. A man 
had seven sons who, as they grew up, had 
many points of differences and were dis- 
posed to pull apart instead of pull together. 
This gentleman finally found himself upon 
a sick bed and in his last illness. The dif- 
ferences among his sons gave him great con- 
cern. He was the head of a prosperous 
business which he had planned to leave to 
his sons undivided and to be carried on by 
them. He realized that through their united 
effort the business could be carried to a very 
profitable conclusion, but if divided it could 
not succeed. A happy thought occurred to 
him. He called the sons to his bedside and 
presented them with a bundle of seven 
sticks, bound tightly together. He passed 
the bundle of sticks, beginning with the eld- 
est and through to the youngest, asking 
them to see which could break the bundle. 
When none of them were able he had the 
bonds which bound the sticks together cut 
and distributing the sticks to the different 
sons, each found it an easy matter to break 
the individual stick. In this manner he im- 
pressed upon them the strength and value 
of the unity that he desired among them. 

There is a law of physics known as the 
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inertia of matter. This law stated briefly 
is that a body at rest remains at rest until 
some force is applied to put it in motion. 
Second, that a body put in motion will con- 
tinue to move until checked and stopped by 
the application of some force. The forces 
which stop bodies in motion are usually de- 
scribed as frictions. An ordinary horse 
wagon with an ordinary load moving at 
low speed is very readily stopped by throw- 
ing a small obstruction, such as a brick or a 
two-by-four, before the wheels. A loaded 
freight train, moving scarcely more than a 
snail’s pace, will crash over any ordinary 
obstructions placed in the way. The same 
law applies to the spiritual world as to the 
physical. In a divided community little 
frictions and jars which are not felt or at 
least make little impress on a vigorous, uni- 
ted, work, often destroy the weaker efforts. 

The trend of the business world today is 
toward co-operation in the form of combi- 
nations or trusts which gather together in 


AULT 


THE LITTLE CHRIST IS COMING DOWN! 


The little Christ is coming down 
Across the fields of snow; 
The pine trees greet him where they stand. 
The willows bend to kiss his hand, 
The mountain laurel is ablush 
In hidden nooks, the wind ahush 
And tiptoe, lest the violets wake 
Before their time for his sweet sake. 
The stars, down drooping, form a crown 
Upon the waiting hills below— 
The little Christ is coming down 
Across the fields of snow. 





The little Christ is coming down 

Across the city street; 
The wind blows coldly from the north, 
His dimpled hands are stretching forth, 
And no one knows, and no one cares. 
The priests are busy with their prayers, 
The jostling crowd hastes on apace, 
And no one sees the pleading face, 
None hears the cry as through the town 

He wanders with his small cold feet— 
The little Christ is coming down 

Across the city street. 


—Harriet F. Blodgett, 
in The Presbyterian. 
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greater or less aggregate, the smaller busi- 
ness corporations. The trend in the rail- 
road world is toward consolidating the num- 
erous railroad systems into a few large di- 
visions grouped both regionally and strate- 
gically. It is coming to be realized that in 
international affairs the only road to per- 
manent peace is through a combination of 
nations into some sort of league or world 
association whereby they can co-operate to 
reach an understanding, looking toward 
peace, and can create inhibitions which out- 
law and prevent war. The church and spir- 
itual world is trending in the same direc- 
tion. In the United States we have the Fed- 
eral Council of Churches which is working, 
not to break down the denominational divi- 
sions, but to bring them into a working har- 
mony whereby they can co-operatte in all 





those things which tend toward the speedi- 
er bringing in of the Kingdom of Heaven 
upon the earth. 

In Canada this movement has progressed 
a step further and here we find the Presby- 
terian, Methodist, and Congregational 
churches dropping their differences and 
uniting the three bodies into an organic un- 
ion. In the United States, the work of the 
Federal Council and all church federations 
has been to endeavor to strengthen reli- 
gious movements by federating. They have 
been hampered more or less in carrying out 
an effective program by the fact of their 
relations, which prevented the taking of ac- 
tion that would seem to be of a character 
hostile to existing denominational divisions. 

All that we know of the laws of econom- 
ics and co-operation as applied to the busi- 
ness world, dictates that as applied to the 
religious order, no community with a popu- 
lation of less than a thousand or fifteen 
hundred people should have more thun one 
Protestant Church to carry on the religious 
work in that community. Division beyond 
that point means that there is not the mon- 
ey to put on an adequate program, that a 
resident minister cannot be employed and 
paid a sufficient salary to secure a capable 
and competent man, for few capable and 
competent men desire to work in a com- 
munity where they are not paid a sufficient 
amount to render them enonomically inde- 
pendent and to live in a style and comfort 
equal to that of the people whom they serve. 
When a small community is devided into two 
or more church groups, it breaks down the 
unity of the community and weakens it so 
that it is not able to put forth its strength 
religiously, morally, or socially. In the rural 
community and small town, the church ought 
to be the heart of all community effort. It 
should be the moving force not only in giv- 
ing an adequate religious program that can 
win the community to Christ, but it should 
be in a position to make its moral influ- 
ence felt, and it should also dominate the 
whole social life of the community. The 
only way that the church can accomplish 
this program is through a unity that gath- 
ers the whole religious community under a 
single directing head where the whole re- 
ligious force of the whole religious center 
can concentrate upon any objective. 

Every rural community must face this 
problem, and if it expects to accomplish the 
work that it must accomplish if it is going 
to serve its mission, it must work out for 
itself some sort of church unity. We have 
today a number of different forms of at- 
tempted church unity that are endeavoring 
to solve this question of community unity 
and solidarity, and each community must 
choose that one which will best serve its own 
peculiar problems and conditions. I must 
insist, however, that the unity accomplished 
should be an organic one and not an at- 
tempt to federate two or more denomina- 
tions into a working unit in which each tries 
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to preserve its entity. The difficulty in this 
form of federation is that each one of the 
component factors looks upon the work 
merely as a makeshift to tide over a tem- 
porary condition. In my own judgment, the 
Federated Church at Urbandale in Des 
Moines, Iowa, has a system which can be 
applied to any rural community and ac- 
complish the results which I have outlined 
as desirable. Our church organization is 
not so much a federation as a coming to- 
gether of individuals of different denomina- 
tions upon a platform common to all Pro- 
testant churches, a recognition of Christ as 
a supreme head and the effort to conform 
the individual life to the precepts of Chris- 
tian living exemplified in the life and teach- 
ing of Christ. In the more than ten years 
of our existence, we have carried on with 


perfect harmony and unity and we have de- - 
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veloped no denominational animosities.. Mem- 
bers of the Federated Church who have gone 
out from our community have very gener- 
ally, when they have gone into another 
community where the denominational 
churches existed, gone back into the denomi- 
nation from which they originally came, 
nothing having come up during their con- 
nection with the Federated Church that has 
in any way alienated them from the de- 
nomination of their first choice. This seems 
to me the desirable condition which should 
be developed in our rural communities; an 
organic church union that dominates and 
controls the community life, which builds up 
no denominational animosities and keeps 
the individual sweet towards all kinds of 
Christian organization that promotes the 
Kingdom of God upon the earth. 
Tucson, Arizona. 


The Babe of Bethlehem 


BY REV. W. W. STALEY, D. D. 


HE manger-cradle is the domestic 
(3 throne of the world. Babyhood found 

its rights in the Babe of Bethlehem. 
There was no Christmas for four thousand 
years before Christ was born. Even baby- 
hood was serious and sad until Mary 
brought forth her first-born child. Ages had 
waited for the fulfillment of the promise 
that a virgin should bring forth a son. He 
was the only child promised for centuries 
before he was born. The world waited for 
him; and, in the fullness of time, he was 
born. He covers two vast periods; one of 
prephecy, the other of history. He was in 
the womb of eternity, and of his Kingdom 
there will be no end. His coming changed 
the calendar of time. He fulfilled all proph- 
ecy and all righteousness. He humbled him- 
self to be born of a woman, though he was 
conceived by the Holy Ghost. He sanctified 
suffering, set prisoners free, and “robbed 
death of its sting and the grave of its vic- 
tory.” 

His birth is célebrated by what is called 
Christmas. 

That was a quiet December night in 
Bethlehem, when Joseph and Mary occu- 
pied a stall, becausé there was no room for 
them in the inn. There were no rockers on 
his cradle, though his gospel has put rockers 
on the cradles of Christendom. The little 
town did not know that night that his birth 
would make it famous for all time; but the 
shepherds, watching their flocks on the hill- 
side, heard the angel say: “Fear not: for 
behold, I bring you good tidings of great 
joy, which shall be to all people. And sud- 
denly there was with the angel a multi- 
tude of the heavenly host praising God and 
saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace, good will toward men.” The 
working people of the world are closest <o 
angels and their songs. Of course they went 
in haste and found it as the angel had said 
—Mary, Joseph, and the Babe lying in a 
manger. His bed was a bed of straw, but 


he has cushioned the beds of 
throughout the world. 

Later came the wise men to worship him, 
and to present their gifts of gold, frankin- 
cense, and myrrh. The slaughter of the 
Innocents, the flight into Egypt, and the re- 
turn to Nazareth, interrupted the family 
joy for a brief period, but did not interrupt 
the Father’s loving care. 

Christmas is the tenderest of days. It is 
filled with love, gifts, and song. Childhood 
is full of joy. Age looks on with inex- 
pressible delight. Maternity reaches its 
highest point in life by the babe. A halo 


infants 


The Wise Men’s 


BY JAMES L. 


when planning Christmas gifts for 
our loved ones that Christ really 
wants a present from us, not one given from 
a sense of duty, but prompted by the spon- 
taneous impulse of a loving heart? While 
but an infant, wise men came from afar 
bringing their gifts of gold, frankincense, 
and myrrh. But they were honoring him 
with something better than even these 
costly gifts—they were pouring out before 
him adoration, devotion, and affection. 
How often we are perplexed in making 
our list of presents, not knowing what to 


H~ the thought ever occurred to us 








5 
Love came down at Christmas, } 
Love all lovely, Love divine; 
Love was born at Christmas; 
Stars and angels gave the sign. 
Worship we the Godhead; 
Love incarnate, Love divine; 
Worship we our Jesus, 
But wherewith for sacred sign? 
Love shall be our token, 
Love be yours and love be mine— 
Love to God and all men, 
Love the universal sign. 
—Christina Rosetti. 
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gathers. around the cabin and turns it into 
a palace. Christmas morning opens with 
a flood of joy. The year has poured its 
tide of love and, thought into the gifts 
whether great or small. Greetings as sweet 
as angel songs fill the home, the street, and 
the field. Heaven opens her lap and pours 
her treasures into the hearts of men, No 
wonder angels came down to announce the 
coming of the Babe and the good will he 
would bring. The Babe has softened many 
a crusty temper, sweetened many a sour 
spirit, and built many beautiful homes, 
churches, and schools. 


Christmas is more than the celebration 
of a holiday, the keeping of a Christian fes- 
tival, or a time for good will. It is the 
crystallization of a divine purpose, the en- 
trance of the reign of peace, the rescue of 
a lost world, the entrance of light into the 
night of despair. The toy world, book world, 
card world, music, furniture, and bank- 
ing world, the school and the nation—all 
pause under the compulsion of a spiritual 
force and listen again to the song of angels 
and the shout of children. Yes, a little child 
shall lead, and age with trembling lips and 
tear filled eyes will be thrilled again with 
sensations of youthful joy. Parents, grand- 
parents, brothers, sisters, babies, and 
friends, will all unite in the Christmas joy. 
The angels went away into heaven, the 
shepherds verified the message, and made 
known abroad the saying which was told 
them concerning this child. Jesus came 
closest to man in his childhood, and man 
keeps closest to him in the babies of the 
world. 


Suffolk, Virginia. 


Gifts and Ours 


ELDERDICE 


give. We often express the wish that we 
knew just what would afford the recipient 
the most pleasure. Perhaps we ask the ques- 
tion, “What would you like to have for 
Christmas?” Now we are not left in doubt 
as to what our Lord desires. It is not 
worth while to give him anything if we 
withhold ourselves. The Macedonians “first 
gave their own selves to the Lord” before 
they gave him their offerings for his poor. 
Christ wants our hearts. He knows that 
having them he will have our obedience, 
service, trust, and devotion. 

“Vainly we offer each ample oblation, 

Vainly with gifts would his favor secure; 

Richer by far is the heart’s adoration, 

Dearer to God are the prayers of the poor.” 

We are reminded of the legend of a per- 
fect gift. In the heart of the city of Con- 
stantinople the great Church of St. Sophia 
stands. And this is the legend of the way 
in which it received its name. 

The Emperor Justinian built it to be his 
monument. No other hand, no other nurse, 
was to be allowed to contribute to its con- 
struction, His must be the decision on every 
detail, his the provision for every expense. 

The last stone was lifted into place; the 




















THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 


day of dedication came; the crowd pressed 
close about the door, and Justinian drew 
back the veil. A shout of amazement burst 
from the crowd. For where the name of 
Justinian was to have been engraved, the 
name of an unknown woman stood. 


“Who is this woman?” the emperor cried. 
“Hunt her out and bring her here.” 


They brought her before the platform 
after a bit—a shrunken, old woman almost 
in tears. In broken sentences she sobbed 
out her story. She did not know how her 
name had been written there; she had made 
no contribution to the temple; she was too 
poor for that. Only one day when the oxen 
went by her house, struggling under the 
load of heavy stones, she had snatched a 
little straw from her mattress and held it 
up for them to eat. 


It was all that she had done—all that 
her poverty would let her do. But the 
angels who weigh the motives of men had 
written her name instead of his, because, 
having nothing else to give, she had given 
her heart. 


A poor Indian had heard about Jesus, and 
he wished to be loved of God—he wished to 
be saved. He came to the missionary and 
brought his beautiful belt, which he valued 
very much, and he said to his missionary: 
“I will give Jesus this belt that Jesus may 
love me.” The missionary said, “God won’t 
accept your belt; that won’t do.” He went 
away and came back with his rifle and some 
game that he had shot and said he would 
give them to God. And the missionary said: 
“That won’t do. God won’t accept your gun 
and the things you have shot.” He went 
away and came a third time and said: “I 
will give him my wife and children.” “That 
won’t do,” said the missionary. Then he 
tame fourth a fourth time and said: “I 
will give to God the poor Indian himself.” 


The missionary said: “God will accept that 


gift.” 

Among the treasures that Queen Victoria 
kept in her palace were the presents made 
her at the time of her jubilee. Many of 
them were rare and precious. But not a 
few were of slight money value; they added 
almost nothing to the riches of a very 
wealthy woman. But she did not scorn 
them; the poorer they were the more they 
told of love of humble persons, and the more 
Queen Victoria liked them. She was glad 
to make a catalogue of them all, the poor 
as well as the costly. So Jesus finds pleas- 
ure in every’ gift that is the offering of a 
loving heart and records in his Book of Re- 
membrance even the cup of cold water given 
in his name. 


There is the story of a king who was com- 
ing home after a great victory, and his sub- 
jects were bringing him gifts to do him 
honor. Some brought gold, some brought 
jewels, and some brought beautiful clothes. 
But the gift that pleased the king most was 
brought by a man who had just been freed 
from prison, and it was only a drink of 
water carried in his hands from a wayside 


fountain, The king was pleased because 
the man had done his: best. 


“It is not the deed that we do, 
Though the deed be ever so fair, 

But the love that the dear Lord looks for, 
Hidden with holy care 
In the heart of the deed so fair.” 


It is considered a lifetime honor to have 
a gift accepted by a king. But we may, 
every one, present to the King of kings an 
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offering that will’ be wholly acceptable. Even 
as the wise men brought their gifts to Beth- 
leham, where Christ was born, so we can 
do to-day as really as they did then. 

“Here I give my all to thee, 
Talents, time, and earthly store; 


Soul and body thine to ne, 
olly thine, for evermore.” 


—New York Christian Advocate. 


Christian Benevolence 
BY REV. S. L. BEOUGHER, PRESIDENT OF BETHLEHEM COLLEGE 


Upon the first day of the week let everyone of you 
lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him, that 
there be no gatherings when I come.—I Cor. 16:2. 

HE Jewish converts at Jerusalem were 
B in great need. The church was in 

straitened circumstances, and _ the 
apostle directs the church at Corinth to do 
away with this difficulty by special con- 
tributions. Every member of this church 
at Corinth, young and old, rich and poor, 
was requested to contribute something, for 
their personal contributions would not only 
help the needy at Jerusalem, but each con- 
tributor would “thereby help himself. 

It is a law of Christian benevolence that 
action and reaction are equal. He who helps 
determines the degree of helpfulness that 
comes to himself. The apostle said, “He 
that soweth sparingly shall reap sparingly; 
and he that soweth bountifully shall reap 
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THE FIRST CHRISTMAS NIGHT 
LIKE small curled feathers, white and 








soft, 
The little clouds went by 
Across the moon, and past the stars, 
And down the western sky: 
In upland pastures, where the grass 
With frosted dew was white, 
Like snowy clouds the young sheep 


ay 
That first best Christmas night. 


With finger on her solemn lip, 
Night hushed the shadowy earth, 

And only stars and angels saw 
The little Savior’s birth; 

Then came such flash of silver light, 
Across the bending skies, 

The wondering shepherds woke and 


hid 
Their frightened, dazzled eyes! 


And all their gentle sleepy flock 
Looked up, then slept again, 
Nor knew the light that dimmed the 
stars 
Brought endless peace to men,— 
Nor even Heard the gracious words 
That down the ages ring— 
“The Christ is born! The Lord has 
come, 
Good will on earth to bring!" 


Then o’er the misty moonlit fields, 
Dumb with the world’s great joy, 
The shepherds sought the white-walled 

town 
Where lay the baby boy— 
And oh, the gladness of the world, 
The glory of the skies, 
Because the longed-for Christ looked 


up 
In Mary's happy eyes! 
—Margaret Deland. 

















also bountifully.” Every man according as 
he purposeth in his heart so let him give; 
not grudgingly as by necessity, for “God 
loveth a cheerful giver.” 


Every sacrifice that we make according 
to the divine plan soon returns to enrich 
and bless us a hundredfold. It is a grave 
mistake to deprive anyone of the blessings 
that would come to him as a result of his 
offerings by simply neglecting to request him 
to give. The dollars that a Christian man 
puts into the cause of Christ stands for hon- 
est toil, fair dealing, talent, industry, and 
nobility of character. They represent the 
manly, independent, genuine side of human 
life. God has made this world on the plan 
of cheerful giving. The sun is so bright 
simply because it is always giving away its 
light, and so glorious because it is scatter- 
ing its beams on all sides. Even the moon, 
what she receives from the sun, she gives 
again to the earth. Yon twinkling stars, 
their brightness and radiance consist in 
their giving. Take the earth, what is its 
excellence but what it gives. 


Thousands of years ago vast forests 
waved in the sunlight and gave them- 
selves to die to furnish vast fields of coal 
for future use. There is not a tree but is 
giving of itself perpetually. There is not 
a flower blooms but its sweetness lies in 
the shedding of its fragrance. All the 
rivers run into the sea, the sea feeds the 
clouds, the clouds empty their treasure 
upon the earth, the earth gives back the 
rain in fertility, so it is an endless chain 
of giving generosity. There is nothing in 
this world but lives by giving except a cov- 
etous man, and such a man is a piece of 
grit in the machinery of Providence. He 
is out of date, out of God’s order of things. 
Jesus said, “Take heed and beware of cov- 
etousness, for a man’s life consisteth not in 
the abundance of the things which he pos- 
sesseth.” 


It is an historical fact that churches, how- 
ever strong numerically, which have en- 
deavored to perpetuate their existence by 
the use of means which have come to them 
through channels which did not necessitate 
a sacrifice on the part of their individual 
membership, are today either numbered 
with the have-been or doomed with a sickly 
life and a premature death. 

Paying is just as essential as praying, 
and both are to be considered by the Chris- 
tian as indispensable requisites in charac- 
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ter building. There can be no growth in 
the knowledge of spiritual things without 
sacrifice. Every heavenly stride that the 
Christian makes necessitates the sacrifice 
of some worldly ambition or selfish desire. 
There can be no change in our present re- 
lationship to the things of this world. It 
is only as we let go our treasures, for 
Christ’s sake, that we are able to lay hold 
with a living faith and, appropriate to our- 
selves the very best things God has in 
store for us. Putting on Christ necessitates 
first putting off something for Christ. Giv- 
ing on the part of Christians enters so 
largely into the process of character build- 
ing that the first day of the week is se- 
lected by the apostle as the time most ap- 
propriate for these offerings to be made. 
The apostle had planned to visit the 
church at Corinth, and why not wait until] 
he came and preached a stirring sermon 
and raise the needed amount at one collec- 
tion? It would be just as reasonable to 
ask why not dispense with all religious ser- 
vice except one big meeting each year. 
Christian character is of slow growth 
and gradual process in building, and the 
membership of the church at Corinth need- 
ed this weekly offering as a means in build- 
ing their character. If our giving for the 
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cause of Christ were so systematized as to 
lay aside each Sunday as God had pros- 
pered us, we would not only reap larger re- 
sults from public worship on the Sunday, 
but the church treasury would never lie 
wanting for funds to carry forward the 
Master’s work. God’s plan is for each 
member to give, and to give upon the first 
day of each week, and to give as God has 
prospered him. Such a systematic way of 
directing the church’s finances would lead 
to our recounting all our commercial gains 
as divine blessings. Just how much of this 
weekly increase is to be given to the Lord, 
the apostle does not direct, but this is left 
to the abounding zeal of loving hearts 
to determine. Need and opportunity to give, 
on the one side, and our financial ability 
to help supply that need determine the ex- 
tent of our weekly offerings to help spread 
the gospel. Weekly offerings lead to the 
habit of thoughtfulness in God’s work. This 
would remind us that we hold in our pos- 
session something that belongs to God. It 
would teach us self-denial, which is one of 
the essentials of true discipleship. 

“If any man,” said Jesus, “would be my 
disciple, let him deny himself, take up his 
cross, and follow me.” 

Wadley, Alabama. 


Prevention vs. Cure 
BY JUDGE HUMPHREYS 


ing of the consciences of the young. 

It would be better if the consciences 
of their parents could be trained, but there 
seems to be no agency through which this 
can be thoroughly done. Since the children 
of this generation are the parents of the 
next, in the long run a keener moral re- 
sponsibility of the whole mass can be 
brought about through attention to the 
young. 

If our adult population would put them- 
selves under the influence of the church 
and the synaagogue and train children in 
the religious beliefs of their several faiths 
the problem of juvenile delinquency would 
not present the difficulties that now sur- 
round it. 

Education along classical and scientific 
lines does not meet the pressing need. Re- 
ligious training affords the only approach 
toward meeting the difficulty. And the only 
place where this can be universally done is 
in the public school. 

The three great branches of religion in 
this country are the Jewish, Catholic, and 
Protestant; and as neither of these will 
permit the other faiths to be exclusively 
taught, the children of them all go through 
the school without any religious training 
at all. The consequence of all this is that 
our children’s courts are filled with delin- 
quent young, nearly all of whom are out- 
side the influence of the church and syna- 
gogue. 

As all these religious faiths are built 


i HE great need of the day is the train- 


upon a belief in a Supreme Being and teach 
the highest morality, and responsibility to 
that Supreme Being, why may we not all 
agree upon teaching our common beliefs 


AANA NA 
The Voice of the Christ-child 


Tze earth has grown old with its burden. 


of care, : 
But at Christmas it always is young, 
The heart of the jewel burns lustrous and 


air, 
And with its soul full of music breaks forth 
on the air, 
When the song of the angels is sung. 


It is coming, old Earth, it is coming tonight! 
On the snowflakes which cover thy sod 
The feet of the Christ-child fall gentle and 

white, 
And the voice of the Christ-child tells out 
with delight 
That mankind are the children of God. 


On the sad and the lonely, the wretched and 


poor, 
That voice of the Christ-child shall fall; 
And to every blind wanderer open the door 
Of a hope which he dared not dream of be- 


ore, 
With a sunshine of welcome for all. 
The feet of the humblest may walk in the 
ld 


fie 
Where the feet of the holiest have trod. 
This, this is the marvel to mortals revealed, 
When the silvery trumpets of Christmas 
have d, 
That mankind are the children of God. 
—Phillips Brooks. 
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through this universal agency, the public 
school? 

To those of us who are sitting in our 
criminal courts from day to day the belief, 
I think, is universally recognized that the 
child could be taught the commandments, 
“Thou shalt not steal” and “Thou shalt not 
bear false witness.” A part, at least, of our 
problem would be solved. Not that thou 
shalt not be caught at stealing, or, that 
thou shalt not be caught at lying, but, that 
a Higher Power than a judicial mandate 
exacts accountability of other violations of 
these as well as of other commands. 

We read every day the experiences of 
judges throughout the land; that seventy 
percent of those brought into our criminal 
courts are under the age of twenty-two 
years. And this estimate is borne out by 
my own observations after sitting more 
than twenty years in such a court. The ap- 
palling spectacle of this array of young de- 
linquents, entirely without religious train- 
ing, causes us to wonder if society is not 
neglecting its duty in failing to provide a 
medium through which can be universally 
enforced a training of the conscience. We 
have a responsibility to God, as well as to 
the State, to the end that a better citizen- 
ship may be established. 

I am not unmindful of the many very 
valuable agencies for reclaiming those al- 
ready gone wrong. Reclaiming, valuable as 
it is, does not meet the need. Prevention 
is more valuable than cure and I appeal to 
you today to think of these things. 

Queens County, N. Y. 


The Road to Christmas 


THERE is one road to Christmas. It is 
called Seeking-not-your-own. We can 

travel it with our Best Friend who knows 
the way, for he was a baby, a boy, a worker, 
a teacher, and a leader over the World 
Road. ‘Keep him in sight. If you get off 
the road, call him and he has promised to 
start you right again. The best way is for 
all to take hands, boys and girls in every 
land alike and all starting together on “The 
Road to Christmas”’— 

The old road to Bethlehem 

Alight with a Star, 

The road of the shepherds 

And Wise Men from far; 

The road to the manger 

For you and for me; 

The road we must follow 

If Christ we would see; 


The road that leads skyward 
And on to the end; 
The road of the children 
To childhood’s best Friend; 
The road of the angels 
Of peace and goodwill; 
The-old road to Christmas, 
We travel it still. 
—Lucy W. Peabody, in Everyland. 


oO 


The birth of Jesus is the sunrise of the 
Bible. Toward this point the aspirations of 
the prophets, and the poems of the psalmists 
were directed as the heads of the flowers 
are turned toward dawn.—Henry van Dyke. 
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At Prayer Time 


Glory to God..... and on earth peace.— 
Luke 2:14. 
Oo 


Christianity is a religion of exaltation. 
Its whole call is a call to glorify; its pro- 
gram and its spirit imply activities and 
ideals that tend to magnify. In its whole 
makeup there is nothing implied that creates 
fear or dread. Its God inspires lofty wor- 
ship and its human relationships suggest 
peace and service. 

Christmas becomes a season when this 
characteristic emotion is especially timely. 
The event it celebrates is in itself a call 
to a sense of joyful fervency. The influ- 
ence of the Christ through the centuries, 
his redemption of life and character that 
is around us everywhere, and his saving 
health for the populations of the earth—all 
serve to quicken our inner forces to a happy 
reverence. 

And the traditions are beautiful. The 
glad acclaim of the angel that a Savior 
was born, and the chorus of a heavenly host 
that helps to sing the meaning of this mes- 
sage into the lives of common men—shep- 
herds, if you please—will not fail to bring 
a sense of song in any life. Then when you 
think of their journey to the family, the 
expression of their welcome to the stranger 
parents, and their announcements of experi- 
ence, you are again thrilled with an inward 
joy. 

But so it goes. The story of the Wise 
Men, different entirely in detail and char- 
acter from the story of the Shepherds, may 
be less musical, but it also offers imagina- 
tion an interesting pageantry. All that the 
Gospels give us, whatever the difference of 
narrative, makes us feel that heaven and 
earth, God and man, are essentially joined 
into some magnificent fellowship. 


o 


One way remains; the way of heaven doth 
always open lie. 
Doth open lie? Oh, pilot word! Let me re- 
member aye, 
Though shore and sea afford no pass, 
there’s yet a starward way. 
—Edith Thomas. 
o 
That praise to God is foremost in Christ- 
mas fervency cannot be denied. From the 
time that Mary begins her song with, 


My soul doth magnify the Lord 

And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my 
Savior, 

until the rites of the temple are completed 


with the overflow of the soul of saintly 
Simeon, there is an uninterrupted note of 
praise to the Lord. 

But it is little less than some overstressed 
elation if our emotions go no further. 
Christianity, with the qualities that Christ- 
mas urges, and with all its other content, 
exalts human life. It magnifies the human 
contacts in the world. Life’s primary in- 
stitutions are made sublime. People, persons, 
are no chance nor insignificant types of 
life; they are made sons of God! 


Home was not much in those days. Hous- 
ing was poor at the best. We cannot pic- 
ture the squalor of the homes in poverty 
then, though it was probably iittle worse 
than that of many of the homes in poverty 
today. The anxiety over food, the danger 
from evilly purposed men and women, must 
have been rather heavy in most of the in- 
stances of family life. 

But two persons,—a humble put worthy 
Joseph and a happy-hearted Mary—are 
made the home center for the nurture of 
the Life of lives. There is a wide sugges- 
tion of mutual confidence and spiritual 
worth in both of these souls as they are 
seen to live together. Their modesty com- 
bines finely with their conduct and their 
constant interest in the substantia! things 
of life. 

As we think of them we rejoice to think 
that the training of Jesus Christ was in a 
home; there he grew in stature and in wis- 
dom and in grace. 

The star led to a home; the shepherds 
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O power of love sending forth to the 
shadows 
A breath filled with promise of day 
at its dawn, 
A quiver of light from the infinite 
glory, 
Proclaim upon earth that the Christ- 
child is born. . 


O stir human hearts till they open 
their portals 
To ery of the wayworn, the sad, the 


oppressed, 
Forgetful of self in the need of an- 
other, 
Upheld by the Spirit, unconquered, 


at rest. 


O quicken each mind with a true un- 
derstanding 

Of maker and man, this fair world, 
yonder star, 

That heart, mind, and soul in one pur- 
pose united 

May echo the anthems of angels afar. 


Good will to mankind when God’s word 
is triumphant, 
Creating a peace by eternity bound, 
Love, light, and a life of holy endeavor 
In souls where the Christ and his 
Kingdom are found! 


—Helen L. Stetson. 
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were directed to a home; it was unhoused 
then, it is true, but the home was there. 


Christmas also exalts the child. ‘Unto 
us a child is born” will long be a prophetic 
song. It was neither king nor prophet in 
those days that set the hearts of the peo- 
ple to singing songs of redemption; it was 
a child, and his name was called Jesus be- 
cause he was to save his people. 

Celebration of that event has occurred 
a good many times in the centuries since. 
But we have not yet been able to bring the 
full significance of Christmas into the 
world. Too many children yet are born to 
misfortune. Conditions prevail too widely 
that thwart the divine purposes that their 
lives imply. 

Fortunately we are not wholly negligent 
here. More children are fed, clothed, train- 
ed, and directed into useful Christian ca- 
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reers than ever before. Schools, churches, 
and standards of welfare are established in 
increasing ways to serve and to develop the 
potentials in young life. 

Christmas can never be fully celebrated 
as long as it must dawn on children smother- 
ed in dark rooms, starved by poor food, 
chilled by lack of clothing, or mentally 
dwarfed by a lack of a chance to learn. 

Nor would there be enough, if we had all 
of these. Jesus Christ was raised where 
the inspirations of religion lighted up his 
growing soul. And Christmas will fully 
come only when it dawns upon a world 
where children have more of such influ- 
ences that thus sent him praying, preach- 
ing, healing, and serving in a world. 


o 


O strange indifference!—low and high 
Drowsed o’er common joys and cares: 
The earth was still—but knew not why; 
The world was listening unawares. 
How calm a moment may precede 
One that shall thrill the world forever! 
To that still moment none would heed, 
Man’s doom was linked, no more to sever, 
In the solemn midnight 
Centuries Ago. 


It is the calm and silent night! 
A thousand bells ring out and throw 
Their joyous peal abroad, and smile 
The darkness, charmed and holy now, 
The night, that erst no name had worn, 
To it a happy name was given; 
For in that stable lay newborn, 
The peaceful Prince of Earth and Heaven, 
In the solemn midnight 
Centuries ago. 
—Alfred Domett. 
o 


What does this Christmas day mean to 
the world? 

Does it bring a new confidence in the 
possibilities of peace among men? 

Will it bring a larger number of little 
children a larger chance for life and happi- 
ness? 

Will it mean any new sense of the glory 
and honor of any human life? 

Will it still exalt the family and the 
home? 

o 


What can I give him 
Poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd 
I would give him a lamb. 
If I were a wise man 
I would do my part. 
What can I give him? 
I'll give my heart. 
—Selected. 


o 


Our souls also magnify thee, O God: unto 
us there has come a revelation that we too 
may be sons and daughters of the Most 
High. We magnify thee in this return of 
the Christmas season, rejoicing that as it 
returns it brings to the world the reassur- 
ances of thy love that warms us and of thy 
purposes that redeem us. Help us to dismiss 
our hate. Make it possible that children 
and home and brotherhood will have a 
larger and more enduring place in human 
affairs. May the Christ be felt omong us. 
May thy love seem clear withir us. May 
the joy of the world become complete in 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 

ERNEST D. GILBERT. 











Christian Education 


W. A. Harper, Secretary 
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‘HERE is a sense in which every experi- 
ence of life is educational. When we 
say Christian Education we might, there- 
fore, mean a program by which it is hoped 
that every experience will be made to fruit 
or function in ‘accordance with Christian 
ideals. This is its ultimate objective. The 
immediate aim is somewhat less broad and 
comprehensive. The Herald, however, in 
this Department of Christian Education, has 
in mind a different inclusiveness. It would 
define education as the conscious effort 
through competent instructors to teach cer- 
tain useful information and impart certain 
desirable ideals. And Christian Education 
would mean the conscious effort to teach 
information of a Christian character and 
to impart the Christian ideals. Christian 
Education would, therefore, include the 
home, the Church, the Sunday-school, Chris- 
tian Endeavor, Christian Colleges, Summer 
Schools of Christian Methods, Boy Scouts, 
Camp Fire Girls, etc., etc. The purpose 
should be to promote all these phases of 
Christian educational effort and to infuse 
them with the spirit of Christian service, 
so that those who come under the influence 
of these agencies will emerge motivated in 
terms of Christian idealism and prepared to 
live with and for each other and unto God. 
This is the great objective of Christian Edu- 
cation, which is not a new education so 
much as a new emphasis; not a substitute 
for what we have had, but rather the com- 
pletion of it. 

In this department, from time to time, 
progress in our Christian Education pre- 
gram and significant programs and plans 
will be reported. 


Facing a Great Common Task 
URING recent years there has been a 
manifest tendency on the part of denom- 

inational and interdenominational agencies 
to work co-operatively in the field of religi- 
ous education. In keeping with this move- 
ment, the executive committees of the In- 
terdenominational Young People’s Commis- 
sion and the Professional Young People’s 
Work Section of the International Council 
of Religious Education met in joint session 
in Cleveland, December 8, 1924. 

These two organizations are composed of 
workers with our young people and these 
workers represented International and State 
Councils of Religious Education, denomina- 
tions, denominational young people’s organ- 
izations, such as Epworth League, Baptist 
Young People’s Union, Luther League, etc., 
and the United Society of Christian Endea- 
vor. 

Although these executive committees rep- 
resented officially their respective organi- 
zations, the combined group possessed no 
legislative or administrative power. All ac- 
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tions were advisory only and the sugges- 
tions made were referred to the executive 
committees for whatever action might be 
deemed best. 


This joint meeting was characterized by 
the common purpose to serve young people 
that the cause of Jesus Christ might be ad- 
vanced. Differences in statement of prin- 
ciple, in type of organization, and in con- 
tent of program were discussed with com- 
plete openness of mind and with a willing- 
ness to understand the viewpoint of others. 

The hope was expressed that it might be 
possible to have a statement of general 
principles which might be accepted as an 
outline of policy for all the organizations 
working for young people in the field of 
religious education. There were varied opin- 
ions regarding the best type or organization, 
but there was unanimity regarding the value 
of a comprehensive church program for 
young people. 

To what extent this gathering may be 
considered a contribution to the cause of 
religious education remains to be seen. Un- 
doubtedly there is warrant for similar con- 
ferences in the future. It was recommend- 
ed that this type of co-operation be con- 
tinued by having the two executive commit- 
tees meet in another joint session—possibly 
during the latter part of 1925. 


It is also hoped that the entire groups - 


represented by these executive committees 
will come together for discussion of their 
common problems and for a uniting of their 
forces in the accomplishment of their com- 
mon task. 





Evangelism and Life Service 


Rev. MeD. Howsare, Executive Secretary 





The Co-operative Spirit 
MONG the pastors who have observed 
Kingdom Enlistment Week in their own 
churches, and are willing to help other pas- 
tors in observing it are the following: 


Rev. Hugh A. Smith, Versailles, Ohio. 
Rev. Clarence Defur, Eaton, Ohio. 

Rev. J. C. DeRemer, Britton, Michigan. 
Rev. E. E. Bennett, Cynthiana, Indiana. 
Rev. W. G. Sargent, Providence, R. I. 
Rev. J. H. Lightbourne, Holland, Virginia. 
Rev. Ross McNeal, R. R. 9, Dayton, Ohio. 
Rey, Clark A. Denison, R. R. 4, Dayton, 

Ohio. 
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Rev. E. B. Flory, 19 Birchwood Ave., 
Dayton, Ohio. 

Rev. W. M. Jay, Everett, Pennsylvania. 

Rev. H. H. Short, Hagerstown, Indiana. 

Rev. Ernest Treber, Mooreland, Indiana. 

Rev. J. E. Kauffman, Piqua, Ohio. 

We have learned of the following pastors 
who will assist other pastors in observing 
Kingdom Enlistment Week as follows: Rev. 
Clarence Defur will assist Rev. A. E. Kemp 
at Troy, Ohio. Rev. J. C. DeRemer will as- 
sist Rev. Peter Wasson at Columbus Grove, 
Ohio. Rev. E. E. Bennett will assist Rev. 
A. H. Bennett at Bethsaida, Southern In- 
diana Conference. Rev. Ross McNeal will 
assist Rev. M. M. Gressley at Albion, Indi- 
ana. Rev. Clark Denison will assist Rev. 
R. E. Wearly at Trotwood, Ohio. 

Rev. Hiley Baker assisted Rev. A. B. 
Thornburg in putting on Kingdom Enlist- 
ment Week at Woodington, Ohio, with sev- 
enty-eight decisions as result. Rev. D. G. 
Pleasant assisted Rev. Lloyd Reich at Han- 
nas Creek with forty decisions. 

We are very glad indeed to see this spirit 
of co-operation, and we trust that our pas- 
tors will help each other in this way in put- 
ting on Kingdom Enlistment Week. 














Stewardship, Promotion 
and Social Service 
Warren H, 


Rev. Denison, D. 


D., Secretary 





\¥7E extend kindest Christmas greetings 

and best wishes to all our Forward 
Movement workers and givers; to all who 
have prayed for and encouraged this great 
work of our church; to all our pastors who 
have encouraged, and given to the work; 
to all our stewardship finance secretaries in 
the regional conventions, conferences, and 
local churches; to all our tithers; to all 
who have signed Continuation pledges that 
the necessary work may go on; and to all 
who shall give, pray, and work for its con- 
tinuation during 1925. May real Christmas 
joy be yours. 


.We Are Counting on You 


HE year is now closing. All Forward 
Movement subscriptions are now due. 
If you are in arrears, we urgently request 
that you remit any balance on your ac- 
count. The tremendous needs and vital 
plans of our Christian Church for 1925 
call for all the subscriptions. They are 
sorely needed to keep our work from suf. 
fering. 
Better Church Finance Methods 
(Continued) 
THE officers in the churches are usually 
the best business men in the commun- 
ity. Personally their credit is well estab- 
lished, and they handle money in a _thor- 
oughly business way. Why is it that these 
same men will often put up with a finan- 
cial system in their church that is ineffi- 
cient, out of date, inadequate in every way? 
Some are actually dishonest and will allow. 
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United Stewardship Council Statistics 1923-1924 


HIS statement contains the answers to questions submitted to the officials of the com- 
munions below. The amount received for benevolences is “the amount received from 
living givers for current official budgets of the permanent boards and agencies recog- 
nized by the National Body.” Column “G, Total Gifts for All Purposes,” includes not 
only contributions for local church expenses and from living givers for budget benevo- 


lences, but it also includes contributions from all other sources. 


bea total of the other columns. 








Therefore, it may not 
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7 Presbyterian in Canada..| 5.74] 17.68 | 24.04] 2,151,449] 6,628,500] 9,012,047 374,951| Jee, 31, 1923 
8 Methodist in Canada ave! 5.30| 17.59 | 23.24] 2,196,970] 7,288,504] 9,624,882) 414,047| April 30, 1924 
2 COPISMOR 255+ Paik es Qeas 5.21| 8.87 | 14.08] 483,638| 823,282] 1,306,920 92,833|/Sept. 30, 1924 
10 Methodist Episcopal iN] 4.87| 19.08 | 24.78] 18,959,694] 74,306,888] 96,514,193] 3,895.434|Oct. 31, 1923 
11 Protestant Episcopal ...| 4.72] 26.43 | 32.38] 5,462,268] 30,561,218| 37,458,928] 1,156,207|Dec. 31, 1922 
12 Lutheran Synodical Con.*| 4.58] 12.74 | 17.36] 3,666,193] 10,190,649] 13,856,842| 799,817| 1923 
13 Evangelical Church* ....| 4.08] 21.91 | 29.89} 853,975| 4,593,584] 6,268,638 209,684|Aug. 31, 1924 
14 Lutheran, Except 12, 19+ 3.95| 12.27 | 16.22] 3,671,584] 11,389,897| 15,061,481| 927,829! 1923 
15 Church of Brethren ..... | 3.92] 10.47 | 14.39] 446,750| 1,193,750| 1,640,220| 113,930/Feb. 28, 1924 
16 Baptist in Canada ...... | 3.90] 14.50 | 18.40] 5387,467| 2,001,130] 2,538,598 137,812| Sept. 30, 1924 
17 United Brethren ........ | 3.74| 13.34 | 17.08] 1,884,649| 4,931,344| 6,315,993 369,725 sept. 30, 1923 
18 Congregational ......... | 3.69] 21.20 | 29.36] 3,177,075] 18,261,691| 25,282,859 861,168| Dee. 31, 1923 
19 United Lutheran* ...... | 3.69] 14.83 | 18.02] 3,093,764] 12,023,314| 15,117,078 839,279| 1923 
20 Reformed, United States.| 3.48] 12.64 | 18.38] 1,192,202) 4,326,528| 6,290,580 342,206] fay 31,1924 
21 Baptist, South .......... | 2.72| 7.17 | 9.88] 9,487,814] 25,045,818] 34,533,132| 3,494,189|May 1, 1924 
22 Disciples of Christ ..... | 2.88] 9.49 | 11.87] 3,701,068} 12,897,685| 16,598,753] 1,358,890/ June 0, 1924 
23 Methodist Protestant ....| 1.97/ 11.40 | 13.38] ee cited 2,496,836] 186,557] Tan. , 1923 
24 Methodist Episcopal (S.)|__ 1.40] | 16.05] 3,889,207| 38,765,079| 2,415,174|Dec. ‘1, 1923 
24 Communions ..... | “$4. 11/$15. 764 $20. 68/890, 169,172 | $$307, 355 eee 277,266|21,909,675| 
International Committee Home Division ...... $ 905,902.00 } 


Young Men’s Christian Association 


Foreign Division .... 


1,266,019.00 | December 31, 1923. 


Membership ........ 988,522 


Figures for the United States and’ Canada. 
Not including Methodist Episcopal South. 


ee 


Compiled for the United Stewardship Council, 
Harry S. Myers, Secretary, 
276 Fifth Avenue, New York City. 
November, 1924. 
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misappropriations, admitted to be so by the 
very officers themselves. Funds given for 
a definite purpose are used for other pur- 
poses. Some churches have an annual def- 
icit, others let their bills run month after 
month. Bills for literature stand for 
months. Others are always borrowing money 
to pay current expenses. Some have notes 
running for years. A church officer, a 
banker, recently said that if there were no 
money in the treasury the pastor should be 
content to wait for his salary. Churches 
have admitted that they were using benev- 
olent funds to pay current expenses and 
that it was dishonest. Some churches do 
this regularly. Some churches think only 
of themselves, their local work. They 
forget that the conference work is theirs 
,just as much as the local church is. They 
have no plan to support the educational and 
missionary work of the church. Many good 
business men who are church officials make 
no plans for support of the denominational 
agencies, colleges, orphanages, interdenom- 
inational bodies. All these are on the same 
basis and of equal importance with local 
work. 

Is God pleased with your church financial 
system and methods? Do you give it the 
same thought locally and denominationally 
as you do your bank, store, office, business, 


and use as good business methods and 
plans? This is an appeal to introduce a 
financial system in your church that will 
be Christian, efficient, and fair for “our- 
selves” and for “others,” for the local 
work and the larger work. 


ACCORDING to the above reports, our 

Church stands ninth down the list in 
per capita giving for benevolences, and next 
to the lowest in per capita giving for con- 
gregational expenses. Our per capita giv- 
ing for all purposes is fourth from the bot- 
tom and is about two-thirds of the average 
amount contributed by the twenty-four de- 
nominations. We are glad to call attention 
to the fact that we are growing, however, 
and that we made a reasonable increase in 
per capita giving both for benevolences and 
current expenses over previous years. We 
have had much church building going on 
this year. As we become more and more a 
church of tithers we shall be finding the joy 
and ease of giving and will take a higher 
place in the lists. 


WARREN H. DENISON, Secretary. 
oa 
“The Magi followed the star. It is a 
great thing to do, for the star stood for the 


upward look which will guide men to the 
place of God.” 





iii s Work 


Mrs. Emma 8S, Powers, 
General Secretary-Treasurer 





The Three Kings 


N Porto Rico the children think “Three 
’ Kings’ Day” is the most wonderful day 
in the year. It comes about two weeks after 
Christmas. 

Felita was a little Porto Rican girl who 
was very poor. One day she was talking 
with a new teacher at a Mission School, 
about Three Kings’ Day. “Who are the 
Three Kings?” asked the teacher. 

Felita looked at her in astonishment. She 
didn’t know there was anyone in the world 
who didn’t know about the Three Kings. 

“Didn’t you ever hear about the Three 
Kings? Why, when Three Kings’ Day 
comes, the Three Kings ride through the 
country on their horses. They ride in the 
dark, while it is night, so no one can see 
them. If you put out-a box in the evening 
and fill it with grass, the tired horses will 
eat the grass as they pass by and then the 
Three Kings will leave a present in the box 
for the good little children who fed the hun- 
gry horses.” 

Felita’s face had been full of light as she 
told about the Three Kings, but her eyes be- 
came very sad and her little lip quivered as 
she stopped speaking. Two tears came into 
her eyes and ran down her cheeks. Two 
more tears started after them. ‘Sometimes 
the Three Kings forget to leave presents,” 
she said, “if you are very, very poor and 
if you have no mother.” 

The kindergarten teacher drew the little 
girl close in her arms. She knew that Felita 
was very poor and had no mother, and that 
her father was not kind, but that he beat 
little Felita cruelly when she displeased him. 

All day Felita thought of the box she 
would fill with grass on Three Kings’ Day. 
She knew that when she hurried out to look 
in it, it would be empty as it had been last 
year. If only she could find a present in her 
box as the other little girls did! 

“If I were the Three Kings,” she thought 
to herself as she went to bed, “I’d put pres- 
ents in the boxes for the poor children first 
of all. Oh, I wish I were not so poor and 
I wish I had a mother.” That night Felita 
dreamed that it was Three Kings’ Day and 
that she foune a beautiful present in her 
box. 

Nearer and nearer came the great day. 
Felita heard the other little girls talking 
about the presents that would be in their 
boxes. She thought of her own empty box 
until she could not bear to think of it any 
more. On the day before Three Kings’ Day 
she slipped quietly out and bought a present 
for herself with her own money. With great 
eare she filled her box with grass for the 
horses of the Three Kings. Then she shut 
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her eyes tightly and slipped her present in 
the box. 

“TI didn’t see who put it there,” she said, 
“and I’ll play like the Three Kings left it 
there for me.” 

She was so excited she could scarcely 
sleep. In the morning she jumped up and 
ran to her box. There was a beautiful pres- 
ent for her. Straight to the kindergarten 
teacher she went to tell her all about it. 

There were both smiles and tears in the 
eyes of the teacher as she heard the lonely 
little girl tell about the present she had 
given herself. Then she told Felita again 
the story of Christmas. Felita listened 
with wide open eyes as the teacher said 
that the happiest people were those who 
gave gifts to others. 


Felita was very happy when the kinder- 
garten had its Christmas service, and the 
teacher pinned bows of snow-white ribbon 
on the dresses of all the children who want- 
ed to give the white gift of loving hearts to 
Jesus their King. She knew in her heart, 
as she sang the Christmas carols and recited 
the Christmas verses, that when next Christ- 
mas came she would not spend her money to 
buy a present for herself, but she would give 
something to some one else as the boys and 
girls in the States had done when they sent 
the kindergarten teacher to Porto Rico.— 
—Everyland. 


ID you give Everyland to some one for a 
Christmas gift? Some boy or girl that 


you know would like to have the magazine, 
I am sure. 





Home Missions 


Omer S. Thomas, Secretary 





S we look back over the year now coming 

so near to the end, we are rather proud 
of many of the results in home mission en- 
terprises. There may be things which we 
would do differently if we had it all to do 
over, but taking it all in all we believe that 
the investment which our folks have made in 
the home mission work has had Kingdom re- 
sults. 

The work with new Americans is con- 
stantly growing and we are now reaching 
out into about six nationalities and minis- 
tering to several hundred people every 
month. Many of the people are coming to 
have a knowledge of American ways that 
enables them as they confess Christ to be 
received into the Old South Church in Hav- 
erhill. Our work is receiving more and 
more the recognition of the other churches 
of the city. 

New developments are constantly taking 
place in the field work. In two of the fields 
surveys are being made with the view to es- 
tablishing new work. n four cities there is 
now opportunity for the Christian Church 
to enter on a non-competitive basis and es- 
tablish a good work if we had the means 
with which to do it. Our experience in the 
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new Riverdale Church in Dayton shows that 
it is possible to establish a new church in a 
comparatively short time with the proper 
financial backing such as the Miami, Ohio, 
conference was able to give. To do what has 
been done there has required an outlay of 
$25,000 and the securing of the most com- 
petent leadership. It has paid, and now we 
have a church of two hundred and sixty- 
five members soon to go to self-support. 

Our first year with the Indian children in 
the Roosevelt School in Arizona was filled 
with most excellent achievements. 

Miss Elizabeth Howsare has proved her 
capability in making a strong place for 
Christ and his service in that government 
school. 

I have not the space to go on with all 
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of the fields where our activities are, but 
only to say that there is scarcely a point 
where the money is appropriated that is not 
succeeding in a very fine way. Our failure 
is in getting the money. Our receipts since 
the first of October are far short of what 
they were at this time last year. Six of the 
conferences giving the most money to mis- 
sions gave nearly eighteen hundred dollars 
less this year than last. Twenty-three con- 
ferences gave less this year than last, and 
twenty-three gave more. Ten conferences 
gave over one dollar per member to missions 
both this year and last. 

In all of this let us think what we are 
going to plan for the beginning of the new 
year. It must mark an increase or the whole 
church will suffer. 


Christ’s Triumphal Entry 
THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSON FOR JANUARY 4, 1925 
Luke 19:29-40 


BY REV. W. P. FLETCHER, D. D. 
Adult Division Secretary of the Department of Christian Education 


Golden Text—-Blessed is the King that 
cometh in the name of the Lord.—Luke 9: 
38. 


a 
a 2 


HOME DAILY READINGS 








Monday, December 29—Christ’s ‘Tri- 
umphal Entry. Luke 19: 29-40. 
Tuesday, December 30—The King of 
Glory. Psalm 24:1-10. 
Wed day, De ber 31—Children of 
the King. Matt. 18: 1-6. 
Thursday, January 1—The Children’s 
Praise. Matt. 21: 12-17. 


Friday, January 2—The Prophecy. 
Zeck. 9: 9-13. 
Saturday, January 3—The New City. 
Rev. 21: 1-7. 
Sunday, January 4—In the Name of the 
Lord, Psalm 118: 21-29. 











ITH this issue the present writer be- 

gins the secend year in treating the 
Sunday-school lessons through The Herald 
of Gospel Liberty. For the coming three 
months we are to study events of the last 
week of the earthly life of Jesus, and for 
the nine months thereafter the history of the 
Early Church as recorded in Acts. We are 
not attempting an exegesis of the text of 
the lessons, but are seeking to give prac- 
tical suggestions, which will, we hope, ap- 
ly to everyday life. 

Every week, also, during the last year 
there was presented with the lesson treat- 
ment a simple order of worship in each case 
centering in the theme of the lesson or the 
special day, and in each case differing in 
some respect from any preceding one. The 
purpose was to show the value of a simple, 
thought-out program of worship, and how 
easily it could be interestingly varied. The 
writer has no knowledge as to whether or 
not this feature was helpful, or whether its 
continuance would be desirable. His thought 
now is to offer some suggestive secretary’s 
reports to save this feature of our Sunday- 
school program from being so meaningless, 


and to follow this with suggestions for other 
departments. If, however, there is any con- 
siderable desire for a continuance of varied 
orders of worship, the writer is willing 
again to undertake it. 


A Deliberate Plan 


Hitherto Jesus has sought to avoid being 
thought of or spoken of publicly as the Mes- 
siah. He now apparently with deliberation 
prepares to ride into Jerusalem as a king, 
not, however, upon a horse as a warlike 
king, but humbly and peacefully upon a 
colt, the foal of an ass. There will be dif- 
ferent opinions as to the purpose he had in 
mind, but in any event he knew the end was 
now approaching, and this would in a won- 
derful way proclaim the purpose of his com- 
ing to thousands. For from all over where 
emigrant Jews had wandered they were 
present at this feast, and would carry back 
the message of this event, and forever there 
was to be echoed and re-echoed throughout 
the world and the ages that Jesus, the car- 
penter, is Christ the King Eternal, and the 
hosannas to the Son of David are in 1925 
still enriching human hearts. 


A Great Tribute 


Many years ago a great English courtier 
threw down his cloak upon the muddy 
ground that his Queen might not soil her 
footwear, and the act became historic. But 
centuries ago crowds laid down their outer 
robes that they might thereby declare their 
loving loyalty to Jesus as their King. To 
some it was but the fickle, emotional act of 
members of a mob, but to others it was the 
sign of undying devotion. And still humble 
hearts are in a very real way sacrificing all 
personal comforts and position that Jesus 
may reign King of their lives. 

Then the people shouted their praises and 
sang their songs of gladness. Worship is 
not just an empty form. It is the glad ac- 
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claim of human hearts, for the Lord hath 
done great things for us whereof we are 
glad, and we will shout his praise for time 
and for eternity. 


An Awful Ingratitude 


There are some who objected to all the 
effort and hubbub, and Jesus told them that 
if after all that these people had seen and 
heard and realized in personal ministries 
they should hold their peace, the very stones 
would cry out. Jesus has meant much to 
you, to your mother, your wife, your child, to 
your country, and to your day. Some would 
still be silent and say nothing to the Italians 
who live in your city, to the people who live 
overseas, even to the child who lives in 
your home. If you are not interested and 
taking some part in educational evangelism, 
in personal evangelism, in social evangelism, 
in missionary evangelism, the very rocks 
will shout your shame. 

A Lost Opportunity 


Jesus came that day to be their King, not 
to take from Pilate his judgment seat nor 
from Caesar his imperial right, but to set 
up a Kingdom of peace and purity, of jus- 
tice and mercy, of love and life. But they 
would not have him to rule over them, and 
he passed from Asia to Europe and from 
Europe to America, and everywhere his go- 
ing has meant night and his coming morn- 
ing. 


And so Jesus would make his triumphal 
entry into America today.. Into our indus- 
trial and economic and social and political 
life would he gladly, triumphantly come. 
Many are shouting his praises. Shall we ac- 
cept him or reject him? America will de- 
cide. 

Then, too, he would enter the assembly 
room of the League of Nations, the tribunal 
of the World’s Court, and the halls of the 
disarmament conferences. Shall we reject 
him and go on making battleships and bat- 
tle planes and other altars of death upon 
which to slay innocent youths in years to 
come? 

Thus, too, would he enter to rule and 
reign in our lives. But this King is too 
much of a gentleman to ride in upon us 
with the sword. He is not weak, but he is 
meek, and he stands at your door and 
knocks. 


A Sad Prediction 


“They shall not leave one stone upon an- 
other; because thou knewest not the time 
of thy visitation.” That is not a threat. 
Jesus did not mean it as such. God is never 
vindictive, and never will be. “The soul 
that sinneth, it shall die” is not speaking 
of punishment, but giving expression to an 
inevitable, essential, eternal truth. No na- 
tion, nor institution, nor business, nor soci- 
ety, nor life that rejects Jesus can stand. 


How Can We Develop the Spirit of Friendliness? 
THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC FOR JANUARY 4, 1925 
Prov. 18:24; 27:6, 9, 10; 1 Sam. 18:1-4 (Consecration Meeting) 
BY REV. A. B. KENDALL, D. D. 


Trustee cf the United Society of Christian Endeavor Representing the 
Christian Church 


Program Pointers 


Ask the pastor to give a five minute talk on the 
subject, “‘Friendship, a Pursuit or a By-product.” 

Ask the members, one week in advance, to find and 
memorize a quotation on friendliness, from the Bible 
or elsewhere, and come to the meeting prepared to 
speak briefly on their quotation. 


Thoughts on the Theme 

ROV. 18:24. You will never develop the 

spirit of friendliness by withdrawing 
yourself clamlike into the shell of dignity 
and cold reserve. If you would develop the 
spirit of friendliness you must flowerlike 
open the petals of friendiiness to every ray 
and glimmer of friendliness that falls 
athwart your path. This is finely illustrat- 
ed by David Grayson’s “Adventures in Un- 
derstanding” appearing in the September 
and October numbers of The American Mag- 
azine. He iells how when he moved fren 
the country to the city, for a time he held 
himself aloof from his neighbors, but fi- 
nally started cultivating their acquaintance. 
He tells of the delightful experiences and 
discoveries he made in this fine adventure. 
There are many rare gems of friendship all 
about us. True, they are often like the 
goods, rather unsightly-looking and unat- 
tractive appearing on the exterior, but if, 


through the manifestation of a friendly at- 
titude on your part, you can crack the rough 
exterior and peer into the heart you will 
find a heart that will be a delight to your 
soul and enrich and enlarge your life. 

Prov. 27:6. “Faithful are wounds of 3 
friend.” Is our friendship strong enough 
to stand the sharp thrust of the knife of 
needful criticism when held in the hands of 
a true friend? If it is, we will find our 
plant of friendship growing stronger and 
more beautiful under that kind of pruning. 

Is our friendship pure and strong enough 
kindly to tell our friend his faults in order 
that we may help him to correct them, or do 
we laugh at his follies and faults as a joke 
and thus feed them? If the latter is our way, 
we shall find that our friend will soon ecme 
to see that we are not deeply concerned 
about the things that are most vital in his 
life and his friendship for us will begin to 
cool. 

V. 9. Ointment and perfume rejoice the 
heart; so doth the sweetness of a man’s 
friend by hearty counsel. “Counsel of the 
soul.” Mar. If we would develop friendli- 
ness we must pour out our very souls into 
the life of our friend. When two souls hold 
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high converse on the great things, the vital 
things, the great simplicities, and the sub- 
lime profundities, of life; their souls are 
going to grow and develop in friendliness 
one for the other. 

V. 10. “Thine own friend, and thy fa- 
ther’s friend, forsake not.” Stick by your 
friend when heis on his uppers. Fair weath- 
er friendship is false friendship. True 
friendship twines itself a little more snugly 
about the life when it is in trouble, than at 
other times. Friendship, true friendship, 
grows in the black soil of our friend’s ca- 
lamity. It was that kind of condition that 
flowered and fruited that beautiful friend- 
ship between David and Jonathan. 

“Neither go into thy brother’s house in 
the day of thy calamity.” Do not unload 
your troubles too much on your friend. A 
real friend will find out your troubles and 
gladly help bear them, if he can; but, if he 
feels that you are simply unloading them 
upon him, he will be pretty apt to resent 
the attempt. 

I Sam. 18:4. “And Jonathan stripped 
himself of the robe that was upon him, and 
gave it to David, and his garments, even 
to his sword, and to his bow, and to his gir- 
dle.” The spirit of friendliness that leads 
to sacrifice for the friend will grow stronger 
through that sacrifice. 


By Way of Illustration 


Kindred passions and pursuits are the 
natural groundwork of friendship. Real 
friendship is of slow growth, and never 
tirives, unless ingrafted upon a stock of 
known and reciprocal merit.—Chesterfield. 

Make not thy friends too cheap to thee, 
nor thyself to thy friend.—Fuller. 

Purchase not friends by gifts: when thou 
ceasest to give, such will cease to love— 
Fuller. 

True friendship can only be between true 
men. Hearts are the soul of honor. There 
can be no lasting friendship between bad 
men. Bad men may pretend to love each 
other; but their friendship is a rope of sand, 
which shall be broken at any convenient 
season. But if a man have a sincere heart 
within him, and be true and noble, then we 
may confide in him.—Spurgeon. 

Get not your friends by bare compli- 
ments, but by giving them sensible tokens 
of your love. It is well worth while to 
learn how to win the heart of man the right 
way. Force is of no use to make or pre- 
serve a friend, who is an animal that is 
never caught and tamed but by kindness and 
pleasure. Excite them by your civilities, and 
show them that you desire nothing more 
than their satisfaction; oblige with all your 
soul that friend who has made you a pres- 
ent of his own.—Socrates. 

Friendship is no plant of hasty growth; 

Though planted in esteem’s deep fixed soil, 

The gradual culture of kind intercourse 

Must bring it to perfection. 

—Joanna Bailey. 


Don’t flatter yourself that friendship au- 
thorizes you to say disagreeable things to 
your intimates. On the contrary, the near- 
er you come into relation with a person the 
more necessary do tact and courtesy be- 
come.—Holmes. 

When I see leaves drop from their trees 
in the beginning of autumn, just such, think 
I, is the friendship of the world. Whilst 
the sap of maintenance lasts, my friends 
swarm in abundance; but in the winter of 
my need they leave me naked. He is a 
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happy man that hath a true friend at his 
need; but he is more truly happy that hath 
no need of his friend.— Warwick. 


For Reading or Recitation 


As frost to the bud, and blight to the blossom, even 
such is self-interest to friendship: 

For confidence cannot dwell where selfishness is 
porter at the gate. 

If thou seest thy friend to be selfish, thou canst not 
be sure of his honesty; 

And in seeking thine own weal, thou hast wronged 
the reliance of thy friend. 

Flattery hideth her varnished face when friendship 
sitteth at his board ; 

And the door is shut upon suspicion, but candor is 
bid glad welcome. 

For friendship abhorreth doubt, its life is in mutual 
trust, 

And perisheth, when artful praise proveth 
sought for a purpose. 

A man may be good to thee at times, and render thee 
mighty service, 

Whom yet thy secret soul could not desire as a friend : 

For the sum of life is in trifles, and though, in the 
weightier masses, 

A man refuse thee not his purse, nay, his all in thine 
utmost need, 


it is 


THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 


Yet if thou canst not feel that his character agreeth 
with thine own, 

Thou wilt never call him friend, though thou render 
him a heart full of gratitude. 

A coarse man grindeth harshly the finer feelings of 
his brother ; 

A common mind will soon depart from the dull com- 
panionship of wisdom. 

A weak soul dareth not to follow in the track of 
vigor and decision ; 

And the world regardeth with scorn the seeming fool- 
ishness of faith. 

A mountain is made up of atoms, and friendship of 
little matters, 

And if the atoms do not hold together, the mountain 
is crumbled into dust. 

—M. F. Tupper. 


For Discussion 


Name some things that destroy friendships. 

How may we gain friends? 

Name some of the more important things necessary 
to strengthen friendship. 

What are some of the blessings of friendship? 

What are some of the obligations of friendship? 

What do you expect from a friend? 

Should we be constantly seeking to enlarge our 
circle of friends? Why? 


The Little Boy They Turned Away 
A Story 


ADAPTED FROM THE GERMAN—BY ELIZABETH HARRISON 


ago, on the night before Christmas a 
little child was wandering all alone 
through the streets of a great city. There 
were mnany people on the street, fathers 
and mothers, sisters and brothers, uncles 
and aunts, and even grey-haired grandfa- 
thers and grandmothers, all of whom were 
hurrying home with bundles of presents for 
each other and for their little ones. Fine 
carriages rolled by, express wagons rattled 
past, even old carts were pressed into ser- 
vice, and all things seemed in a hurry and 
glad with expectation of the coming Christ- 
mas morning. From some of the windows 
bright lights were already beginning to 
stream until it was almost as bright as day. 
But the little child seemed to have no 
home, and wandered about listlessly from 
street to street. No one took any notice of 
him except perhaps Jack Frost, who bit his 
bare toes and made the ends of his fingers 
tingle. The north wind, too, seemed to no- 
tice the child, for it blew against him and 
pierced his ragged garments through and 
through, causing him to shiver with cold. 
Home after home he passed, looking with 
longing eyes through the windows in upon 
the glad, happy children, most of whom 
were helping to trim the Christmas trees 
for the coming morrow. 

“Surely,” said the child to himself, 
where there is so much gladness and happi- 
ness some of it may be for me.” So with 
timid steps he approached a large and hand- 
some house. Through the windows he could 
see a tall and stately Christmas tree al- 
ready lighted. Many presents hung upon 
it. Its green boughs were trimmed with 
gold and silver ornaments. Slowly he 
climbed up the broad steps and gently 
rapped at the door. It was opened by a 
large man-servant. He had a kindly face, 
although his voice was deep and gruff. He 
looked at the little child for a moment, then 
sadly shook his head and said: “Go down 


() cx. upon a time, a long, long time 


off the steps. There is no room here for 
such as you.” He looked sorry as he spoke; 
possibly he remembered his own little ones 
at home and was glad that they were not 
out on this cold and bitter night. Through 
the open door a bright light shone, and the 
warm air, filled with the fragrance 07 the 
Christmas pine rushed out from the inner 
room and greeted the little wanderer with 
a kiss. As the child turned back into the 
cold and darkness he wondered why the 
footman had spoken thus, for surely, 
thought he, those little children would love 
to have another companion join them in 
their joyous Christmas festival. But the 
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BETHLEHEM’S FIELDS 1 
The Shepherd Boy Speaks 


| lonely here in the fields 

With the men all gone away; 

I'm hoping they'll soon come back, 
Or else that ‘twill soon be day. 


I can see the breath of the sheep 
Like a spindling, drifting cloud 
Float over them, as they sleep 


All warm in a huddled crowd. 


Well, I saw the angels too, 
And I heard the song they sung, 
And I'm left behind on guard 
Only because I’m young. 


| jumped to my feet with the rest,— 
I could have run faster than they,— 
Said one, “Who will stay with the 
flocks?” 
“Oh, David, the boy, will stay!” 


So being a boy I must watch; 
I'd far rather be with the men! 
Yet perhaps it would scare the sheep 
If the Angel should come again. 


I'll try to remember the tune 
Of “Glory to God on high” 
I may whistle it to the Child 
When I find him, bye and bye. 
—John Mills Gilbert, 
in the Living Church. 
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little children inside did not even know that 
he had knocked at the door. 

The street grew colder and darker as 
the child passed on. He went sadly for- 
ward, saying to himself: “Is there no one 
in all this great city who will share the 
Christmas with me?” Farther and farther 
down the street he wandered, to where the 
homes were not so large and beautiful. 
There seemed to be little children inside 
of nearly all the houses. They were dancing 
and frolicking about. Christmas trees 
could be seen in nearly every window, with 
beautiful dolls and trumpets and picture- 
books and balls and tops and other dainty 
toys hung upon them. In one window the 
child noticed a little lamb made of soft, 
white wool. Around its neck was tied a 
red ribbon. It had evidently been hung on 
the tree for one of the children. The little 
stranger stopped before this window and 
looked long and earnestly at the beautiful 
things inside, but most of all was he drawn 
toward the white lamb. At last creeping 
up to the windowpane he gently tapped 
upon it. A little girl came to the window 
and looked out into the dark street where 
the snow had now begun to fall. She saw 
the child, but she only frowned and shook 
her head and said: “Go away and come 
some other time. We are too busy to take 
care of you now.” 

Back into the dark, cold street he turned 
again. The wind was whirling past him and 
seemed to say: “Hurry on, hurry on, we 
have no time to stop. ’Tis Christmas Eve 
and everybody is in a hurry tonight.” 

Again and again the little child rapped 
softly at door or windowpane. At each 
place he was refused admission. One mo- 
ther feared he might have some ugly dis- 
ease which her darling would catch; an- 
other father said he had only enough for 
his own children and none to spare for beg- 
gar brats. Still another told him to go home 
where he belonged and not to trouble other 
folks. 


The hours passed; later grew the night 
and colder blew the wind and darker seemed 
the street. Farther and farther the little 
ene wandered. There was scarcely anyone 
left upon the street by this time, and the 
few who remained did not seem to see the 
child. Suddenly ahead of him there ap- 
peared a bright, single ray of light. It 
shone through the darkness into the child’s 
eyes. He looked up smilingly and said: “I 
will go where the small light beckons; per- 
haps they will share their Christmas with 
me.” 

Hurrying past all the other houses he 
soon reached the end of the street and went 
straight up to the window from which the 
light was streaming. It was a poor little 
low house, but the child cared not for that. 
The light seemed still to call him in. From 
what do you suppose the light came? Noth- 
ing but a tallow candle, which had been 
placed in an old cup with a broken handle in 
the window, as a glad token of Christmas 
Eve. There was neither curtain nor shade 

(Continued on page sixteen) 
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The Children 


A Christmas Secret 


Christmas is the time of secrets, 
So I’ll whisper one to you; 
Grandpa says that all who try it 

Find that every word is true: 
“Would you have a happy day? 
Give some happiness away.” 


Grandpa says this little secret 
Should be carried through the year 
And if all would try to heed it 
Earth would soon be full of cheer. 
“Would you have a happy day? 
Give some happiness away.” 
—Selected. 


Buddy’s Best Christmas 
BupPyY ANDREWS jumped into his bed 
and gave his mother a good-night kiss. 

“Only seven more days before Christmas, 
mother, and you ought to hear what all the 
boys in school are going to give me. Johnny 
says he’s going to give me an agate marble 
—Jimmy has a new top for me, and Bill 
Johnson says he may give me a water 
pistol.” 

“O, Mom, I’m going to get lots of things. 
What are you going to give me?” 

“I don’t know, dear; it seems to me you 
won’t need much more,” answered his mo- 
ther. 

“Sure I will, that’s not much. I want 
some skates and that electric train I showed 
you down town yesterday, remember, mo- 
ther?” 

“Yes, dear, I remember,” said his mother, 
“put what are you going to give to every- 
body? Have you forgotten, too, about the 
Community Tree, and the box we’re to pack 
in the Sunday-school for the children that 
haven’t any mothers and fathers? 

“But, Mom,” replied Buddy, “you know I 
told you I needed that money I earned from 
Dad for myself. I want lots of things. 
Next summer maybe I can earn some more 
money, and then I can give something to the 
others, but I can’t give anything this year.” 

Buddy’s mother kissed him again, and 
turned to go out of the room. “I’m sure 
my little boy had better think over what 
he’s just said before he goes to sleep. Sup- 
pose Jimmy and Bill and John felt the same 
way about their money?” 

Buddy didn’t answer, but he did some 
thinking. 

Before he knew it, it was the day before 
Christmas Eve—the last day of school. 

The teacher was having her annual 
Christmas party. There was a huge tree 
in front of the blackboard, laden with pres- 
ents, and the whole room seemed like Fairy- 
land to Buddy. There were signs all over 
the tree with the different boys’ and girls’ 
names on them. Buddy looked everywhere 
for a sign that bore his name, but he 
couldn’t find it. Miss Lawson, his teacher, 
handed a stocking filled with candy, nuts, 
and fruit to each child but continued to 
leave Buddy out. 

“I’m sorry we have nothing for Buddy 
Andrews this year, but perhaps next year 


” 


there will be something for him,” she said. 

And then all of a sudden he heard a bell 
and a light flashed over his eyes. He rubbed 
his eyes and opened them to find that it 
had all been a dream. 

“O Buddy,” called his mother, “breakfast 
is ready. Hurry up or you'll be late for 
school.” 

“Yes, mother,’ answered Buddy, “I'll be 
down in a minute or two.” 

Somehow Buddy couldn’t get the dream 
out of his head, but it had made him a dif- 
ferent boy. 

“Say, Mom, want to go Christmas shop- 
ping with me after school today?” asked 
Buddy, as he was finishing breakfast, “I 
think I will give the boys something after 
all and then give the rest to the Community 
Tree and the Sunday-school Box.” 

“That will be nice, Buddy,’ answered his 
mother, as she kissed him good-by.— 
Blanche B. Shepardson, in Sunshine. 


’ 


A Christmas Cake and How It Grew 


WHEN mother made the Christmas cake 

she baked a real Christmasy one for 
Herbert. She baked it in a star-shaped tin, 
and covered it with sparkling white frost- 
ing, green holly leaves and tiny round red 
candies for berries, and in the center a tiny 
red Christmas candle. Herbert thought he 
had never seen such a beautiful Christmas 
cake. 

He kept going to the pantry to look at it, 
and think how good it would taste when 
he was ready to eat it, when all at once he 
thought of Joe Warren. Joe was in Her- 
bert’s class in school and had fallen and 
broken his hip only two weeks before. His 
father and mother were very poor and Her- 
bert knew Joe would not have any Clirist- 
raas dinner or any presents. 

“Mother,” he asked, “inay I take Joe my 
Christmas cake?” Motiner smiled and said, 
“Yes,” and gave Herbert a basket to put 
it in, and as her Christmas gift, packed 
in the basket a big mince pie for Joe and 
his father and mother, and a little pumpkin 
pie for Joe. 

Herbert carried the basket very carefully, 
and as he went by Harold’s house, stopped 
to ask Harold to go with him. 

“See,” he said, lifting the lid to let Harold 
see the cake, “I am taking this to Joe. Don’t 
you want to come?” 

“Yes; indeed,” said Harold, “but wait a 
minute. I will see if I cannot find him some- 
thing too. Yes, here is a copy of “Treasure 
Island” and “The Swiss Family Robinson.” 
I have twe of each and I will gladly give 
them to him.” Then Harold’s mother slipped 
three brown eggs into the basket and a 
dozei doughruts, so the basket was full. 

On the way the boys met Nelly Green on 
her wzy to the post office. “Where are you 
going?” she asked. 

“To carry some Christmas things to Joe,” 
answered Herbert, and Nell, said, “Oh, 
won’t you stop at my house and let me send 
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him a box of Christmas candy I have been 
making?” 

She tied up a big box with tissue paper 
and _ red ribbon, and Herbert carried it in 
his hand. 

“Where are you going?” asked his Sun- 
day-school teacher, as she met them, “and 
what are you going to do with that pretty 
Christmas package?” f 

“We are taking it to Joe,” said Herbert. 

“Oh,” said his teacher, “If you will stop 
at my home I will give you a pretty paint- 
ing book and box of paints and he can have 
a good time while he is getting well.” 

“Where are you going?” asked the gro- 
cery man as they passed his store. “You 
look like Santa Claus’ messengers. 

“We are going to Joe Warren’s to take 
him some Christmas,” said Herbert. Every- 
one is sending him something by us.” 

“Then I must, too,” laughed the grocery 
man. “Wait a minute and I will give you 
a pound of Christmas candy.” He tied up 
the candy and a few nuts and raisins and 
Harold took them to carry. 

“What a nice boy,” said a gentleman who 
was in the store buying his Christmas din- 
ner. “And who is Joe Warren?” 

The grocery man told him all about Joe 
and his parents, and he said, “I think I 
shall have to send Joe something, too. I 
am a member of a Christmas society that 
gives Christmas dinners to people who are 
sick or poor, and you may send him one for 
which we will pay.” 

So Herbert’s Christmas cake grew into 
presents and a dinner and Joe was happy 
until he got well, and could go to school.— 
Emma Florence Bush, in Storyland. 


A Gentle Boy 


‘E gentle with little Grace, Charlie,” said 
his mother, as she tucked the little girl 

in her carriage, all ready for a ride. “Bea 
gentle boy.” 

“Oh, mother, boys are never gentle!” an- 
swered Charlie. “I don’t want to be a gen- 
tle boy.” 

“Yet you expect to be called a gentleman 
some day, and will feel badly if you are 
not,” answered his mother. “And you can 
not be a gentleman unless you are first a 
gentle boy—kind and _ thoughtful to all 
around you, gentle to the weak and polite 
tc those you meet every day. A boy is the 
beginning of a man. A real boy, who will! 
te worth anything in the future, must be 
the beginning of a man; if he would Le a 
man when he grows up, he must commence 


‘to be manly while he is a boy. Age has noth- 


ing ic do with it. , A boy of ten may be more 
manly in his actions than a man of forty. 
Perhaps you do not quite understand. You 
see, little sister is not able to run about and 
take care of herself. Mother is busy most of 
the time. When you are gentle and kind to 
sister, you show your love for her and moth- 
er, too, and true manliness is to think first of 
others and their comfort. Remember this, 
my boy, and do not think it is not manly to 
be gentle to your little sister.”—-Exchange. 
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The Little Boy They Turned Away 


(Continued from page fourteen) 
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to the small, square window, and as the 
little child looked in he saw standing upon 
a neat, wooden table, a branch of a Christ- 
mas tree. The room was plainly furnished, 
but it was very clean. Near the fireplace 
sat a lovely-faced mother with a little two- 
year-old on her knee and an older child 
beside her. The two children were looking 
into their mother’s face and listening to a 
story. She must have been telling them a 
Christmas story, I think. A few bright coals 
were burning in the fireplace and all seemed 
light and warm within. 

The little wanderer crept closer and closer 
to the windowpane. So sweet was the mo- 
ther’s face, so loving seemed the little chil- 
dren, that at last he took courage and 
tapped gently, very gently, on the door. 

The mother stopped talking, the little 
children looked up. 

“What was that, Mother?” asked the lit- 
tle girl at her side. 

“I think it was sgme one tapping on the 
door,” replied the mother. “Run as quickly 
as you can and open it, dear, for it is a bit- 
ter cold night to keep anyone waiting in 
this storm.” 

“Oh, Mother, I think it was the bough 
of the tree tapping against the window- 
pane,” said the little girl. “Do please go on 
with your story.” 

Again the little wanderer tapped upon 
the door. 

“My child! my child!” exclaimed the mo- 
ther, rising, “that certainly was a rap. No 
one must be left out in the cold on our 
beautiful Christmas Eve.” 

The child ran to the door and threw it 
wide open. The mother saw the ragged 
stranger standing without, cold and shiver- 
ing, with bare head and almost bare feet. 
She held out both hands and drew him into 
the warm, bright room. “You poor, dear 
child,” was all she said, and putting her 
arms around him she drew him close to her 
breast. 

“He is very cold, my children,” she ex- 
claimed. “We must warm him.” 

“And,” added the little girl, “we must 
love him and give him some of our Christ- 
mas, too.” 

“Yes,” said the mother; “but first let us 
warm him.” 

The mother sat down beside the fire 
with the child on her lap, and her own 
two little ones warmed his half-frozen 


hands in theirs. The mother smoothed his . 


tangled curls, and bending low over his head 
kissed the child’s face. She gathered the 
three little ones in her arms, and the candle 
and the firelight shone over them. For a 
moment the room was very still. 

By-and-by the little girl said softly to her 
mother: “May we not light the Christmas 
tree and let him see how beautiful it looks?” 

“Yes,” said the mother. 

With that she seated the child on a low 
stool beside the fire and went herself to 
fetch the few simple ornaments which from 
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year to year she had saved for her chil- 
dren’s Christmas tree. 

They were soon so busy they did not no- 
tice the room had filled with a strange and 
brilliant light. They turned and looked at 
the spot where the little wanderer sat. His 
ragged clothes had changed to garments 
white and beautiful; his tangled curls 
seemed like a halo about his head; but most 
glorious of all was his face, which shone 
with a light so dazzling that they could 
scarcely look upon it. 

In silent wonder they gazed at the child. 
Their little room seemed to grow larger and 
larger until it was as wide as the whole 
world; the roof of their low house seemed 
to expand and rise until it reached the sky. 

With a gentle and sweet smile the won- 








"a = 
A CHRISTMAS PRAYER 
O THOU God who art our Father, 


and who didst reveal unto us the 
depth of thy love in the mystery of the 
manger of Bethlehem, we are grateful 
for the spirit of Christmastide, when 
the world is listening to the song of 
peace. We beseech thee, in this sea- 
son of Nativity, to reclothe us with a 
new simplicity and a genuine humility. 
Grant unto us singleness of devotion 
and consecrated lives! Let not our 
hearts be as busy inns, where there is 
no room for the Master, but let them 
offer a fit resting-place for his holy 
presence! While we acknowledge the 
chasm that separates us from likeness 
to him, yet may we ever strive to in- 
carnate the divine pattern in our lives, 
so that others may know him. 

Teach us, O loving Father, to see 
that Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, 
today, and forever, and is sufficient 
for the manifold needs of a burdened 
world! May the light of his Spirit 
brighten every home that is bereft of 
human comfort, and strengthen every 
hand and heart that is weak with care 
or worn with toil! May the rulers of 
the world learn to worship at the 
manger, where love is revealed in 
weakness, and may the star of a new 
vision and a new inspiration lead men 
and nations ever forward, as were led 
the Wise Men of old, unto a blessed 
hour of triumph for the gospel of good 
will and peace. 

And grant, O God, that everywhere 
the gates of men’s souls may be flung 
wide open, as never before, to the in- 
dwelling of the Spirit of the Master, 
and that his Spirit may reign anew 
unto the uttermost parts of the earth! 
Grant this, O Father, in the name and 
for the sake of Jesus Christ, thy Son, 
our Savior! Amen.—The Intercolle- 


jan. 
hom ey 


derful child looked upon them for a moment 
and then slowly rose and floated through 
the air, above the treetops, beyond the 
church spire, higher even than the clouds 
themselves, until he appeared to them to 
be a shining star in the sky above. At last 
he disappeared from sight. 

The astonished children turned in hushed 
awe to their mother, and said in a whis- 
per: “Oh, Mother, it was the Christ-child, 
was it not?” - 

And the mother answered in a low tone. 
“Yes.”—Central Christian Advocate. 
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Finding Christmas Afresh 


the child Christmas is a time of new 
toys to play with, of delectable pleasures 
for the palate, of the holiday spirit of play; 
there is some little glimmer of an inner and 
deeper meaning, but mostly Christraas is a 
time of happiness in outward things. Is it 
not well that one should advance from this 
into a joy profounder and more satisfying 
than childhood can ever know? Even if the 
heart be lonely and there are no dear ones 
left from whom eager gifts of love may be 
expected, is it neccessary ty look forward 
to Christmas with dread, as one hears peo- 
ple say? Dread the celebration of the world’s 
hope? Dread the carols that tell the dear 
story of the manger and the virgin and the 
shepherds and the magi? Dread the day that 
proclaims the presence of the world’s light? 

When the glory faded out of the shep- 
herds’ sky, and they were left alone, and 
amazed, and perhaps with a feeling of de- 
pression, they called to one another to start 
immediately for Bethlehem and see the 
thing that was come to pass. They resolved 
to go to the Thing Itself which was the 
gracious reason for the surprises and won- 
ders that had gladdened them, to exchange 
the less for the greater and the more last- 
ing. 

Has the light grown dim in your sky? Are 
you left alone without the companionship of 
those who were as angels to you? Are you 
depressed by trade’s monopolization of 
Christmas? Are you spent from the labors 
of the celebration? Then find Christmas 
in a fresh way. Say to yourself, “I will go 
to the very heart and essence of Christmas, 
and rejoice in its joy.” Move forward 
from childhood to maturity, from Santa 
Claus to Christ, from the feast of the 
stomach to the feast of the soul. As experi- 
ence heaps up, the old hope should become 
ever a new and greater hope, ever a dearer 
and more inescapable hope, a hope enriched 
with more pregnant meanings and more 
nobly imagined expectations. “The dark- 
ness is passing away, and the true light 
already shineth.” There is the magnificent 
insight, vision, and faith of the man who 
knows that Light has dawned on the world 
and on his own life, and that Light is 
stronger than darkness and will conauer it. 
Our Christmas—our grown-up Christmas of 
the troubled years—lies in looking at the 
Light, and rejoicing in the Light, and open- 
ing ourselves to Light and Life immortal. 
That is what Christmas means.—Winfred 
Rhoades. 

oO 


“Will a man ever be a real Christian who 
is afraid God will take away from him his 
pet sins? Some men are afraid of the wil! 


of God.” 
o 


“What we win by prayer we must wear 
with praise. Mercies in answer to prayer 
lay us under particular obligations. God’s 
mercy is an inexhaustible fountain, and his 
truth an invincible foundation.” 
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From the Field 


NEW ENGLAND LETTER 
RHODE ISLAND AND MASSACHUSETTS 
CONFERENCE 


South Portsmouth, December 12— 

Rev. H. Russell Clem, pastor of the Franklin Street 
Christian Church, Fall River, his wife, son, the or- 
ganist, Mr. Jackson, Mrs. Jackson, and Rev. E. J. 
Bodman, of the North Christian Church, Fall River, 
were at the Union Christian Church here Sunday. 
Rev. Mr. Clem opened the services and his son sang 
a solo accompanied on the organ by Mr, Jackson 
Mrs. Jackson also sang a solo, Rev. E. J. Bodman, 
who is also Field Secretary of Rhode Island and 
Massachusetts Conference, gave a talk on the work- 
ing plan of the conference the coming year, which 
was listened to by the good sized audience very atten- 
tively. On Sunday, December 21, Rev. H. Russell 
Clem and the organist, Mr. Jackson, besides those 
who assisted with the singing, will be at the Union 
Church again at two p. m, and will give the Christ- 
mas songs. Beside the party coming with Mr. Clem, 
there were a number of others at the church from 
an River, and a number from Newpcrt.—Fall River 

erald. 


Since his election to the office of president, 
Rev. R. Russell Clem has accompanied the 
Field Secretary on several of his trips 
among our churches, thus giving him an op- 
portunity of meeting our people and help- 
ing him to understand more fully our needs 
and responsibilities as a conference.—B. 


On Sunday, December 13, nearly all the 
pastors exchanged pulpits for the morning 
or evening service. The following are the 
assignments made by the committee: Fall 
River, First, F. H. Gardner; Fall River, 
North, W. S. Thomas; Fall River, Bogle 
Street (p. m.), T. W. Kidd; Pottersville, 
Uel Anderson; North Westport (afternoon), 
Uel Anderson; West Mansfield, W. G. Sar- 
gent; Providence, Guy T. Walters; Swan- 
sea, E. J. Bodman; New Bedford, L. B. 
Smith; Brownells Corner, H. M. Hainer; 
East Freetown, H. R. Clem; South Ports- 
mouth (afternoon), F. H. Gardner; Smith 
Mills, Thos. W. Kidd; South Westport (af- 
ternoon), Thos. W. Kidd; Hicksville (after- 
noon), H. M. Hainer. 

E. J. BoDMAN, Field Secretary. 


ROCKINGHAM CONFERENCE 


Portsmouth, N. H., December 15—Rev. 
A. M. Hainer has resigned after a two years’ 
pastorate. During this time there have been 
eight adult members added to the church 
and a Junior Department has been organized 
of several boys and girls between the ages 
of twelve and fifteen years. The budget 
system to take care of the finances has been 
installed, and a substantial balance remained 
in the treasury at the end of the year. Rev. 
E. K. Amazeen has been invited to supply 
the pulpit for six months and is well liked 
by all. Our prayer meetings are very much 
alive and well attended. Our oldest mem- 
ber, Brother James A. Rugg, has just 
passed away at the ripe old age of eighty- 
eight years. Brother Rugg, with nineteen 
companions, was baptized and received into 
this church on November 28, 1857, by the 
late Rev. Thomas Holmes. He has always 
been a faithful worker. He held several 
positions of trust and was treasurer of the 
church for thirty-two consecutive years. He 
will be sadly missed by the church and com- 
munity JOSEPH PHILBRICK, Clerk. 


Kittery Point, Maine, December 8—Mr. 
Herbert C. Tobey of this place was the 
speaker at our church November 30, and 
delivered a fine address to a very apprecia- 
tive audience. The evening service, which 
was to be given by the women’s missionary 
society, had to be indefinitely postponed ow- 
ing to the indisposition of a majority of 
those who were to present the program. 


The regular session of the official board was 
held at the home of the financial secretary, 
Mrs. Hugh A. Boyer, Monday evening, De- 
cember 1. Rev. and Mrs. Mark H. Turner, 
formerly of Blaine, Me., arrived in town 
Wednesday, December 3, and were cared for 
by Mrs. Edith Honsberger until their house- 
hold goods arrived. They came through by 
automobile and reported quite a lot of snow 
between Bangor and here. Mr. Turner de- 
livered a fine address Sunday morning, us- 
ing at his subject, “The Unfinished Task of 
the Church.” In the evening his subject 
was “The Dividing Line.” Rev. J. E. Ever- 
ingham, pastor of the Second Christian 
Church at Kittery, recently held a two 
weeks’ series of evangelistic meetings, hav- 
ing as a co-worker Rev. L. C. Holmes, pastor 
of the Washington Street Baptist Church 
of Dover, N. H. These meetings have been 
very interesting. They were largely attend- 
ed and have been a spiritual uplift, not only 
to the church but to the entire community 
as well, Quite a number have made the 
great decision. Our Endeavor prayer meet- 
ing this week was held at the home of Mrs. 
Justin Sawyer. The church and its aux- 
iliaries are busily engaged in getting ready 
for the yuletide activities —AMEE. 


A 
My Guide 


[HERE is no path in this desert waste 
For the winds of the shifting sands. 
The trail is blind where the storms have 

raced, 
And a _ stranger, I, in these fearsome 
lands; 
But I journey on with a lightsome tread, 
I do not falter nor turn aside, 
For I see his figure just ahead— 
He knows the way—my Guide. 





There is no path in this trackless sea, 
No map is lined on the restless waves; 
The ocean snares are strange to me, 
Where the unseen wind in its fury raves. 
But it matters naught; my sails are set, 
And my swift prow tosses the sea aside, 
For changeless stars are steadfast yet, 
And a a by his star-blazed trail—my 
uide. 


There is no way in this starless night; 
7 naught but cloud in the inky 
skies. 
The black night smothers me, left and right; 
I stare with a blind man’s straining eyes. 
But my steps are firm, for I cannot stray; 
The path of my feet seems light and wide; 
For I hear his voice—“I am the way’— 
And I sing as I follow him on—my 
Guide. 
—Robert J. Burdette. 


AA 


ILLINOIS 


Tuscola, December 12—Sunday, Decem- 
ber 7, and again on the fifteenth, all previ- 
ous attendance records were broken. There 
is determination on the part of the mem- 
bership to push on to higher goals. The 
foundation which has been laid in Jesus 
Christ has been sure and secure. The la- 
dies’ missionary society gave its Thank-of- 
fering program with the “Magic Box” as 
the central figure. The offering was three 
times as large as it was last year. The 
Arthur ladies’ missionary society held its 
Thank-offering meeting, but failed to raise 
as much money as last year. The Arthur 
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people are by no means dead. They are 
more determined than ever that the Chris- 
tian Church shall live. It is the oldest and 
the smallest in numbers of any of the four 
churches but by no means intends to stay 
that way. We have men who are not afraid 
to lay out of their wealth to make it go. 
When men will lay down two hundred and 
fifty to three hundred dollars apiece for lo- 
cal expenses, such faith will live on. We 
are looking to Him who gives us the power 
to progress.—THos. C. HOUSE. 


Louisville, December 12—We are in a 
meeting with the Pleasant View Church. This 
is my first year with this church. We find 
a number of earnest workers here. Our 
crowds are not large, but interest seems to 
be growing. I expect to get home for 
Christmas. Have word from Brother A. 
H. Bennett, who is in a meeting with the 
Bethsaida Church near Stewartsville, Indi- 
ana, assisted by Brother E. E. Bennett. The 
Christmas time is approaching. We wish 
all the Herald readers a Merry Christmas. 
The spirit of the Christ wins above all oth- 
ers. Let all nations rejoice—JOHN BAUGH- 
MAN. 


Eaton, December 16—Our meeting at Mt. 
Zion, near Greenup, started November 24. 
I preached the first two nights. Rev. S. 
Price preached for the next three nights, 
leaving for his appointment Saturday. We 
received two members into fellowship the 
first week. The following week Brother 
Price came back and the people were moved 
to accept the Lord. From that time on we 
had converts every night but two. The 
church responded loyally to every plan we 
proposed. Special music was rendered by 
the choir and two violinists. At a day meet- 
ing during the second week, cars were sent 
out to bring in the aged. We had a fine 
spiritual meeting and received two members. 
This church is working fine. Prayer meet- 
ings have been started, and all of the young 
people will pray and testify. I think one 
of our failures is to get the young people to 
work, but when they do they receive the 
blessing promised. The second Sunday of 
the meeting was decision day. Four mem- 
bers were received at the morning service 
and six in the evening. The church voted to 
continue the meetings for another night, but 
it proved to be five, closing December 12. 
There was a total of forty-five conversions 
and renewals. We thank the Lord for his 
blessings upon the children of men. Brother 
Price, while tired and worn in body, is a 
live wire in a revival. Upon his request, the 
church took a freewill offering on the last 
night as a Christmas present for the pas- 
tor and wife, amounting to fifteen dollars. 
Our meeting at Pleasant Valley, December 
14, was a joy. We had a splendid young 
people’s meeting before the evening serv- 
ice. As the choir of young men offered 
their prayers, it inspired the whole assem- 
bly for a wave of prayer, and all responded 
in sentence prayers. We are planning a re- 
vival here in January. Our meeting at 
Freedom started last night. Brother Cora 
Truitt is helping me. We ask for your 
prayers.—PAUL L. PIERSALL, Pastor. 


Olney, December 11—Rev. Paul Piersall, 
pastor at Mt. Zion Church, closed a great 
meeting the past week with thirty-one ac- 
cessions to the church. He was ably as- 
sisted by Elder Price. It was a powerful 
meeting. Though this is Brother Piersall’s 
first year in a pastorate, he is doing fine and 
the people like his work. Brother Piersall is 
to begin next week at his Freedom charge. 
Rev. S. Price begins special meetings at his 
Bethany work. Field-worker Shaw is get- 
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ting a line-up on his work of the confer- 
ence. He expects soon to have a set of 
standards for each of the four departments 
under which he is working; namely, Con- 
ference, Sunday-schools, Christian Endeav- 
or, and Missions. He has some worthy 
goals for each of these departments, which 
should stimulate action of the whole church. 
He expects to hold a number of group con- 
ferences in various sections of the confer- 
ence. Forward steps are to be taken all 
along the line. It was my privilege to be 
with the Bethsaida Church two evenings last 
week. The first evening the services were 
rained out. The next evening we had a fine 
service and one conversion and accession to 
the church. Their Sunday-school is grad- 
ually growing in numbers and. inter- 
est. They have also organized a Chris- 
tian Endeavor society, which is doing 
fine. It is my purpose to visit them once 
per month through the week until they can 
get a pastor. Rev. F. G. Bell is now in spe- 
cial meetings at his Glenwood Church. The 
men of the church here put on a rabbit hunt 
last week one day, then the following day 
went to the church and prepared a bountiful 
feast to which the entire church and school 
were invited. A fine time was enjoyed. 
President John Baughman passed this way 
a week ago, also Rev. John Harper. They 
had been attending Institute at Rochester 
in the Illinois Conference. Brother Har- 
per’s work at Merom continues to grow. The 
Sunday-school has passed all previous rec- 
ords in attendance and interest in so far as 
the local community is concerned. He is ex- 
pecting to rededicate at Porterville Church 
the fourth Sunday in December, Dr. W. H. 
Denison in charge. The church and pastor 
there are to be congratulated on the splen- 
did equipment they are building. Pastor 
Carmean reports interest growing at his 
Mt. Gilead and Christian Temple charges. 
Pleasant Valley speaks in high terms of the 
pastor, Rev. Paul Piersall. The Wo-he-lo 
class here at Olney is preparing a special 
play for the Sunday preceding Christmas, 
The smaller children will render a program 
the following Sunday.—ALVIN O. JACOBS. 


INDIANA 


Norman Station—The revival at Liberty 
Christian Church near Norman Station, 
Ind., came to a successful close on the nine- 
teenth day. The words “common revival” 
do not refer to this series of meetings. The 
work has been wonderful, as evidenced by 
the sixteen coming to seek the Lord, whose 
ages ranged from the teens to one grand- 
mother seventy-five years of age. The 
evangelist, P. W. Hunsinger, of Green- 
town, Indiana, and his aid, Brother D. E. 
Johnson, go away in the same manner that 
they came—highly recommended.—MACK 
Dopps, Clerk. 


Greenfield, December 15—-We are at this 
writing in a revival meeting at Mohawk, 
Indiana, helping Rev. D. M. Lighty, of the 
United Brethren Church. We have met a 
fine people here and the interest is increas- 
ing. We expect to return shortly to our 
work at New Carlisle, Indiana, where we 
have a fine people with whom to work. We 
are always pleased to hear the good re- 
ports. I hope that our church will press 
forward, for surely it has a place. The 
American Survey reports 5,000 churches are 
needed west of the Mississippi River to care 
for communities now unevangelized. In Ok- 
lahoma, which is typical of the whole South- 
west, only eighteen out of every one hundréd 
persons are in the Christian Church. From 
these reports it looks as if there were op- 
portunities for the Protestant Church. And 
I would to God that the old Christian 
Church might do her part in trying to help 
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church the unchurched population of the 
Southwest. May all pray for the Lord to 
lead us to do greater things, and to avail 
ourselves of the great opportunities that are 
ours of going into the large cities and doing 
work. We covet the prayers of the brother- 
— in behalf of our work.—CECIL LEEK, 
‘astor. 


Stewartsville, December 17—Just closed a 
successful meeting at Otter Creek with two 
accessions, men, who were baptized Sunday, 
December 7. We had communion services in 
the evening. Had Thanksgiving offering for 
Orphanage, which was eleven dollars and 
fifty cents, and six dollars for Near East 
Relief. The young people were loyal and 
rendered valuable aid in the song service. 
The Ladies’ Aid society is doing fine work 
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The Night After Christmas 


WAS the night after Christmas, and 

all through the flat, 

Every creature was wide-awake, bar- 
ring the cat; 

The stockings were flung in a heap on 

a chair, 

Quite empty of candy St. Nick had put 

there. 

The children were all doubled up in 
their beds, 

With pains in their tummies and aches 
in their heads, 

Mamma heated water, while I, in my 
wrapper, 

Was walking the 
kid-napper), 

When out in the street there arose a 
great clatter, 

And I put down the kid to see what 
was the matter; 

Rushed out in the entry, threw the door 
open wide, 

And found an old gentleman standing 
outside; 

I looked at him closely, and realized 
then 

"T'was the doctor I'd sent for that morn- 
ing at ten. 

He was dressed in an ulster, to keep 
him from chills, 

And his pockets were bulging with 
boxes of pills. 

He came to the nursery and opened 
his pack, 

Full of fresh paregoric and strong ipe- 
ecac; 

Rhubarb 





kid (who is not a 


and soda-mints, fine castor 
o 

And pink sticking-plaster rolled up in 
na eoil. 

rhe children howled in a chorus’ of 


pain, 

And the kid lifted up his contralto 
again. 

He felt all their pulses and looked at 
their tongues, 

fook all their temperatures, 
their lungs. 

When he had dosed all the children and 
silenced the kid, 

He put back his medicine, down the 
stairs slid, 

Jumped into his cab, and said to the 
river, 

(in excellent humor—he’d just made a 
“fiver!”) 

“I’m twelve hours behind my appoint- 
ments, I fear, 

But I wish it was Christmas each day 
in the year!” 


sounded 


—P. Familias. 
S I} 




















in the new basement. We are in a 
good meeting at Bethsaida. Dr. E. E. Ben- 
nett is assisting and doing splendid work. 
His messages are strong and plain. He is 
also training the little folks in Bible stories. 
We are trying the Kingdom Enlistment plan. 
Hope for blessed results. Glad to hear of 
the continuous prosperity of the new church 
at Harrisburg, Illinois. After Christmas 
week we are ready for revivals—aA. H. 
BENNETT. 


Advance, December 8—Since writing to 
The Herald last the writer has conducted 
two evangelistic meetings, one at Advance 
and the other at Old Union. These were 
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good meetings, affording spiritual uplift to 
both churches. The visible results were not 
great—one confession during each meeting. 
But others were deeply moved as a result 
of the presence of the Holy Spirit and as 
we believe, other unseen results will be felt 
for many a day. During the meeting at 
Old Union we had the services of Mr. Ar- 
mon Akers, of Lebanon, as song leader and 
soloist. Mr. Akers proved himself a true 
fellow-laborer. The meeting closed Sunday 
evening, December 7. Dr. Warren H. Den- 
ison is to be with us at both these churches 
for two stewardship institutes, Saturday, 
Sunday and Monday, December 19-21. We 
expect a real spiritual uplift when he comes. 
It is a joy to us to learn of the new venture 
in the new church project at Harrisburg, 
Illinois. Our brethren in that section have 
our prayers that this may become a strong, 
substantial Christian Church.—E. C. GEED- 
ING, Pastor. 


Kimmell, December 8—It has been so long 
since I wrote to The Herald, I thought some 
might wonder what. had become of me. Well, 
I have just closed a two weeks’ meeting with 
the Sparta Church. There was a good at- 
tendance and good attention. My son, Rev. 
Bert Page, of Vaughnsville, Ohio, was the 
evangelist. He preached fifteen soul-stir- 
ring sermons. There were not as many ad- 
ditions as we hoped for, yet good seed was 
sown, and we hope to gather the fruit in the 
near future. Two were added to the pray- 
ing army and others have promised to come 
in later. A splendid young man from the 
Majenica Church, Mr. Vendrick, and a fine 
young lady, Miss Helen Earley, of the same 
church, drove fifty-one miles to get your 
servant to marry them. They were present 
at Sunday-school, and at the close of the 
preaching services they walked forward and 
were united in wedlock before a large audi- 
ence. The writer took both of them into the 
Christian Church at Majenica and baptized 
them. Mr. Vendrick is the efficient Sunday- 
school superintendent at Majenica. We pre- 
dict a joyous and prosperous life for them. 
The writer was pastor of the Majenica 
Church twice. The first time I followed 
Rev. Dr. Samuel, serving them four years; 
the second time I followed Rev. N. McClain, 
and served two years. At this time Rev. 
J. J. Beisiegel is pastor. The first week in 
January I will go to assist my son at 
Vaughnsville, Ohio—R. W. PAGE. 


Bluffton, December 17—Sunday evening, 
December 14, we closed a three weeks’ meet- 
ing with the Center Church, Miami Reserve 
Conference. The meeting was a spiritual 
uplift to the church and village. Rev. L 
C. Winn, of our church in Kokomo, did most 
of the preaching during the meeting, and he 
did it in such a way that he warmed him- 
self into the hearts of the community. He 
was rewarded for his services with an of- 
fering of almost seventy dollars. There 
were but three additions, but the village and 
the community were made to see that the 
Christian Church was the leading factor in 
the social, civic, and spiritual life of the 
people. Rev. J. J. Beisiegel and a number of 
his Greentown congregation were present 
one night during the meeting and gave in- 
spiration and help to the service, for which 
we were very grateful. Rev. J. E. Feath- 
erstone, of Kokomo, was also with us sev- 
eral nights and aided us with song and 
prayer. The Center Church is made up of 
high-class, intelligent people: They have had 
such men for their pastors as Rev. C. V. 
Strickland, Rev. Kendal West, Rev. George 
E. Hicks, Rev. Robert Harris, Rev. L. W. 
Hercules, Rev. John R. Latchaw, and Rev. 
Everett Nixon. This is the second pastor- 
ate for the writer. The new church in the 
east end of Kokomo, known as Darowh 
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Chapel, will soon be under roof. Beautiful 
homes are being built all around this church, 
so to keep pace with this growth, the new 
church building was much needed. We will 
hold our next meeting with the Collamer 
Church, where we have recently installed 
a new heating furnace, which adds much 
to the comfort of the congregation. We are 
glad for the reports of all that is being 
done, and for the things being attempted 
by our brethren. Faith in God and a steady 
oe will bring the result——CoLumMBus C. 
‘ARR. 


KANSAS 


Lincoln, December 15—The work here has 
been going nicely, with everybody busy. A 
new heating system has been installed and 
paid for. This is a much needed improve- 
ment, for since the enlarging of the build- 
ing a few years ago, the old plant was not 
adequate. We will also be able to use our 
basement to better advantage. At the time 
of Fathers’ and Sons’ Week we observed the 
occasion. Forty-seven men and boys sur- 
rounded the banqueting tables, where a 
splendid program was rendered, and on the 
Sunday evening following the evening serv- 
ice was set aside for this theme, the men 
furnishing the music. Last Sunday eve- 
ning we closed our special series of meet- 
ings. Interest was good throughout these 
meetings. Eleven were added to the church. 
During the past few months we have had a 
splendid helper in Rev. B. S. Barton. He will 
leave us at the end of the year, going into 
the active ministry again. Our people have 
in preparation at this time two Christmas 
exercises—a miscellaneous program to be 
given by the Elementary Division of the 
Sunday-school on Christmas Eve, and a can- 
tata, “The Awakening,” to be rendered by 
the young people on a Sunday evening dur- 
ing the holiday period. Our people were 
greatly helped by the visit of Field Worker 
Rev. W. P. Fletcher. His messages were 
splendid—JOoOHN A. STOVER, Pastor. 


NEW JERSEY 


Milford, December 12—A very interesting 


Thanksgiving program was put on by the 
ladies’ missionary society of this church. 
This is the first time in the history of the 
church (we have been informed) that a 
public service was ever given by the ladies’ 
missignary society. They kept the good 
things all to themselves, just because they 
thought they were not worthy to come before 
the public. Upon the pastor’s suggestion, 
the president reluctantly consented as they 
only had a few days to brush up, but the 
program was a wonderful success in more 
ways than one. Over forty dollars was se- 
cured in the offering, and one man spoke to 
the president after the service and said, “If 
you want another member for your society, 
please come and see my wife. I know she 
will join.” (She has since given her name) 
It is hoped that several more will be added 
as a result of this public demonstration of 
the cause and need of missions. Our so- 
ciety has done some fine work in the years 
of the past, but we do feel that it can do 
much more if other disinterested women of 
the church can be educated to the needs of 
the cause. I have been converted long ago 
to the belief that every lady member of the 
church should at once consider it & part of 
her privilege to belong to _ erneeaieeic so- 
ciety of her church.—I. W. T 


NEW YORK 


Alcove, December 12—A two weeks’ meet- 
ing of special revival services was recently 
held at the Alcove Church by the pastor, 
Rev. W. D. Rockwell, assisted by the field 
secretary of the New York Eastern Con- 
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ference, C. W. Hallenbeck, resulting in the 
addition of fifteen new members and the 
awakening of the whole membership to new 
life. A men’s banquet was held at the same 
church, December 5, at which one hundred 
twenty-five gathered around the tables and 
a general good time was enjoyed. 

Medway, December 17—The Medway 
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Church held its usual community Thanks- 
giving dinner when more than one hundred 
sixty persons were present. After a sump- 
tuous meal well served, all went to the audi- 
torium where Rev. C, W. Hook, pastor at 
the Albany Church, delivered a fine address. 
At this time a new acetylene gas genera- 
tor was initiated and found satisfactory. A 
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four quarters of the globe. 


EASY TO SELL BE- {| 
CAUSE OF WON- 
DERFUL VALUES 


Scripture Text Cal- 
endars are easy to 
sell and will do much 
to promote the wel- 
fare of the church, 
the community, and 
the Kingdom by 
placing the gospel 
daily before thou- 
sands that may now 
be indifferent. This 
is an opportunity to 
do real Christian 
service by dissemi- 
nating God’s Word 
and at the same time 
quickly making $50 
to $500 by simply 
placing in every 
home this beautiful 
1925 Scripture Text 





Scripture Text Calendar 


The 1925 Scripture Text Calendar is truly a masterpiece of the Printer’s Art. 
Millions of these helpful calendars are sold annually and can be found in the 
In fact, the Scripture Text Calendar has almost 
become an institution and looked for eagerly by millions throughout these lands. 
We sincerely believe the 1925 Scripture Text Calendar is a most worthy successor 
to all previous editions and predict a great sale for it. 
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Calendar. Hundreds 
of agents have found 
our plan most help- 
ful, as our beautiful 
Scripture Text Cal- 
endars are unusual values and sell 
readily to nearly every family in the 
community. Over 3,500,000 of these 
Wonderful Scripture Text Calendars 
were sold for 1923, which shows the 
high regard in which they are held. 


EVERY HOME NEEDS—EVERY 
HOME BUYS—EVERYBODY 
PLEASED 


The Scripture Text Calendar has been 
prepared with such care and contains 
such a fund of Scriptural information 
that it is more than a convenience—it 
is a real necessity in every home. The 
influence it has on the young in teach- 
ing great truths and inculcating the 
right view of life should appeal to 
every parent to have one in the home. 


AN ART GALLERY OF THE WORLD’S 
MOST FAMOUS SACRED PAINTINGS 


The Scripture Text Calendar contains 
12 beautiful reproductions of the works 
of some of the world’s greatest artists. 
All of these pictures represent what 
is best and most refined in the realm 
of religious art. The color paintings 
are so perfect and so beautiful that 
thousands of people make their selec- 
tions of the best reproductions. 


SPECIAL FEATURES ALONE WORTH 
LOW PRICE OF CALENDAR 


By referring to the Scripture Text 
Calendar you can immediately tell 
what the Sunday-school Lesson will be 
for any Sunday in 1925. <A standard 
time-table makes it possible for you to 


Fifth & Ludlow Sts. 


Size of Calendar 94x16 inches 
THE CALENDAR WITH THE BIG FIGURES 


The Christian Publishing Association 


tell the exact time in various parts of 
the world at any given hour. 


NOW IS THE TIME TO PLACE 
YOUR ORDER 
1924 Calendars were all sold out be- 


fore many churches were able to get 
their supply. 


Special Prices to Agents 
See how you can profit by placing the 
gospel in every Home in 
Your Community 


Quantity Cost Sells for Profit 
100 Calendars ..... $17.00 $30.00 $13.00 
200 Calendars _.. 32.00 60.00 28.00 
250 Calendars .... 40.00 75.00 35.00 


300 Calendars .... 46.50 90.00 43.50 
Larger quantity rates on application 


The retail price is 30 cents each. 
Terms cash with order to individuals. 
Calendars are not returnable. 


AN IDEAL HOLIDAY GIFT 


Thousands of Christian people every 
year send these Calendars to friends 
and relatives at Christmas Time. 


Nothing could be more appropriate 
as a gift at Christmas time than one 
of these Scripture Text Calendars. For 
those who wish to purchase a small 
quantity for this. purpose, we quote the 
following: 

Single Copies, 30c; 5—$1.40;.12—$3.00; 
25-—$5.75; 50—$10.00. 


Send Cash With Order 


DAYTON, OHIO 
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new heater has also recently been installed. 
As we near the end of the year and are 
electing new officers in various departments 
of the church and taking sort of a general 
retrospect as well as planning for the com- 
ing year, we find encouraging growth and 
development everywhere which we hope 
foretell larger things for the Medway 
Church for 1925.—ABBY KIRK MILLER, 
Church Clerk. 


Lakemont, December 5—There are three 
features of the Lakemont community that 
are of distinctive interest to the brotherhood 
of the Christian Church, viz., Starkey Semi- 
nary, the Aged Ministers’ Home, and the 
Temple Church: 

Starkey Seminary is carrying on its work 
with its usual vigor and efficiency. The 
president, Dr. Martyn Summerbell, seems to 
have recovered his usual strength and his 
activities are as varied as they are useful, 
and withal the Seminary receives his un- 
tiring supervision. The school is a busy 
place. In addition to the routine of the 
classroom work, which the students recog- 
nize as exacting, there are other activities 
such as those growing out of the two liter- 
ary societies, the Adelphian and the Emer- 
sonian, and some social diversions which are 
designed to develop the loyalty and spirit 
characteristic of Starkey students. On 
Thanksgiving Day a sumptuous dinner was 
served at which the student body, teachers, 
and some visitors sat in a delightful fellow- 
ship. In the student body there are not 
only those who give promise of distinctive 
usefulness, but also of being assets to the 
denominational life. 

The Aged Ministers’ Home gives promise 
of entering upon a new era of service. At 
this writing the finishing touches are being 
put on the reconstructed building and the 
members of the Home, who for several 
weeks have been distributed in homes in the 
community, are back again in the Home 
building. Pending the arrival of the new 
superintendent and matron, Dr. and Mrs. 
Dales, Mrs. MacCalman has kindly con- 
sented to care for the aged people and all 
are looking forward with great interest to 
the coming of Brother and Sister Dales. 
With the improved equipment, furnishing 
the conveniences for the comfort of the oc- 
cupants and with the management of Dr. 
and Mrs. Dales, there is the assurance that 
there will be for those now in the Home and 
those who may yet come, not only comfort- 
able accommodations, but a genuine Chris- 
tian atmosphere in which these servants of 
the church may spend their declining days. 

Sympathetically related both to the Min- 
isters’ Home and the Seminary is the Tem- 
ple Christian Church. While it is not as 
aggressive and inspiring spiritually as it 
might be, it is yet carrying on its activities, 
seeking as it may have opportunity to min- 
ister to the community. In the early part 
of the past summer, the interior of the 
church was decorated at a cost of six hun- 
dred dollars, the responsibility for which 
Was assumed by the Ladies’ Aid society. 
This society is an active factor in the social 
and financial life of the church. The wom- 
an’s missionary society is also an active 
force in the development of the larger out- 
look and for a number of years has made 
its meetings educational as to Christian re- 
sponsibility and opportunity. A feature of 
the present season’s arrangement is a meth- 
od of co-operation on the part of the mission- 
ary society and Ladies’ Aid in the matter of 
the regular monthly meetings. According td 
schedule, the missionary society meets in 
the afternoon for its work, study, etc., and 
in the evening, the Ladies’ Aid serves sup- 
per. Thus education and sociability are 
combined. On December 4, the program 
was varied. Supper was served first and 
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the missionary society presented a mission- 
ary pageant afterwards, at which a silver 
offering was received. This program was 
well rendered, adults and children partici- 
pating, and the service was edifying. On Fri- 
day, December 12, a Young People’s Confer- 
ence, under the auspices of the County Sun- 
day-school Association, is scheduled. The ob- 
jective of this is personal consecration and 
definite service on the part of the young 
people. It will be opened by a supper. An- 
other feature of the church activities is the 
Lyceum course, the first number being given 
November 22, which was a musical of high 
merit, worthy of being given anywhere. De- 
cember 13 another number of the course 
will be given. Early in the season a feature 
was a musical recital, both vocal and instru- 
mental, by Miss Gould, the music teacher at 
the Seminary. It was of an unusually high 
order. The community is small, but the at- 
tendance at the church morning service is 
usually good. Calls for benevolence that 
seem worthy, generally get a generous re- 
sponse in Lakemont. There is the faithful 
few that cherish the hope of a more robust 
spiritual life being manifested, and for this 
the altar fires are kept burning.—G. A. CoNn- 
IBEAR, Pastor. 
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| The Competent Church 


FREDERICK A. Agar, Steward- 

ship Secretary and Church Effici- 
ency man in the Northern Baptist 
Convention, has rendered a great ser- 
vice to every progressive pastor, 
church official, forward-looking lay- 
man, in that most helpful book on 
church efficiency—“The Competent 
Church.” It has seventeen chapters of 
the most helpful suggestions to work- 
ers in the local churches. It meets the 
actual problems of the local church. 
He discusses the work, needs, and 
spirit of the average church. I wish 
I were able to put it in the hands ot 
every pastor in the Christian Church. 
All I can do is heartily to recommend 
it and urge pastors and laymen to 
purchase it. 

It is published by Fleming H. Re- 
vell Co. It has one hundred pages. 
It may be secured from The Chris- 
tian Publishing Association, Dayton, 


Warren H. Denison. 
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Osborn, December 10—Every effort is 
being put forth by the committee in charge 
of the Enon Christian Church, Rev. Rollo 
Boehringer, pastor, to have a_ splendid 
Christmas program on Christmas eve.— 
Mrs. ELMER H. BEARD. 


Spencerville—Sunday, November 23, was 
a red-letter day in the history of the Spen- 
cerville Christian Church. The official 
board of the church endorsed the pastor’s 
plan to put on the Kingdom Enlistment 
Week program, and November 16-23 was 
was set aside for the work. Brother J. C. 
DeRemer, who had put on the campaign in 
his church at Britton, Michigan, under the 
direction of Brother Howsare, agreed to as- 
sist us in our campaign. From the very 
first announcement made to the church a 
deep interest in the plan was manifested, 
and when the week arrived all were ready 
to lay aside social and business engagements 
and enter wholeheartedly into the work. 
From the first I had announced that this 
campaign would be different, but just how 
different it was to be none. of us realized, 


DECEMBER 25, 1924 


but after the experiences we have just 
passed through, we feel that the plan is heav- 
en-born and will succeed if there is a will 
to work. On Wednesday preceding the time 
set for the opening of the campaign I was 
compelled to go to bed on account of an in- 
fected throat. The condition continued to 
get worse until Saturday evening and the 
doctor said it would be very dangerous for 
me to try to fill the pulpit on Sunday. But 
we went ahead with our plans and Satur- 
day night for the first time I was permitted 
a night’s rest, woke up without a tempera- 
ture on Sunday morning, and filled the pul- 
pit morning and evening according to sched- 
ule. Monday, willing hands arranged head- 
quarters, and by noon a fine list of pros- 
pects was filed. Monday afternoon Brother 
DeRemer arrived and throughout the re- 
mainder of the week he stood by, giving ad- 
vice where needed, preaching fine inspira- 
tional sermons in the evenings. In fact, 
it seemed as if I had imposed on good na- 
ture throughout the campaign. Tuesday 
evening following the call for team workers, 
forty-two volunteered and six more were 
added to this list on Wednesday. On Wed- 
nesday evening three hundred and fifty-four 
prospects were catalogued, and following 
the evening service the teams took these 
names and were ready for the drive on 
Thursday. Thursday morning, following a 
workers’ prayer meeting, they went into the 
field. The Ladies’ Aid society provided 
meals at the church for the workers so that 
no time was lost. As a result of the cam- 
paign seventy-three united with the church 
on Sunday, November 23, three more on 
Sunday, November 30, and seven more will 
unite with the church as soon as conditions 
permit. Sunday evening was a genuine 
jubilee service. Men and women had ex- 
perienced the joy of forgiveness. Workers 
were tired in body, but rich in new experi- 
ences. Some had for the first time experi- 
enced the joy of winning another to Christ, 
and all had learned that many who were 
supposed to be gospel hardened and opposed 
to the Church were only waiting for an in- 
vitation from some one to accept the Christ. 
I wish to mention another feature of this 
campaign. We used for the first time the 
fine form for the reception of members, 
that has been prepared by Dr. J. F. Bur- 
nett. All who were present felt that it 
added both solemnity and dignity to the ser- 
vice, and we would recommend it to the 
brotherhood as worthy of a place in our ser- 
vices. Yes, we believe in Kingdom Enlist- 
ment week. We believe it to be Jesus’ meth- 
od of reaching men today. We believe it 
can be worked everywhere, if pastor and 
people will put it across according to the 
plan. Don’t tinker with it, or try to doctor 
it up according to your notion of things. 
Put it across as recommended and God will 
take care of results—J. A. ALBRIGHT, 


Pastor. 
PENNSYLVANIA 


Everett, December 16—Rev. McD How- 
sare has come and gone. Kingdom Enlist- 
ment week is valuable history. But Brother 
Howsare is not forgotten. He will long be 
remembered for his vital contact with our 
church life during this one brief week. 

We heartily commend the plan of the cam- 
paign—its psychology and its spiritual ap- 
peal. It drives home the idea that we are 
engaged in the King’s business. The last 
Sunday morning service was such a scene 
as pastor or people had never witnessed be- ° 
fore. Ninety of the one hundred and eight 
who had signed decision cards were re- 
ceived into the church by the beautiful and 
effective service which has been prepared 
and put in printed form by Dr. J. F. Bur- 
nett. Of those received, approximately sixty 
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percent were adults and forty percent vouths 
and children. Whole families, husband and 
wife, mother and children, the last one in 


the family not already a church member, 


and other forms of groupings were charac- 
teristic of how they came. Two hundred 
and eight were present the same morning 
for Sunday-school, exceeding the total en- 
rollment by ten. If Kingdom Enlistment 
week could be observed in at least one-third 
of our churches, the goal of twelve thou- 
sand accessions for the year 1925 would be 
easily reached. Rev. A. W. Sparks was pres- 
ent throughout most of the week and ren- 
dered considerable help. He left on Wed- 
nesday for the Damascus Church to begin 
a series of meetings there. We wish them 
an abundant success. So far as we have 
been able to learn, the work of the confer- 
ence is in a healthier condition than for a 
number of years. Let the churches be given 
a vision of their power and possibilities 
through their leadership, and in due time we 
may expect their awakening and, in general, 
their hearty co-operation. 

Rev. H. W. May, the pastor of District 
No. 4 since last June, is becoming estab- 
lished in a splendid way. He is nicely situ- 
ated in the heart of his district and hard by 
the Mt. Union Church. This district has 
now a very hopeful outlook. Hearty co- 
operation with their pastor will work won- 
ders in this field. We can see no reasons 
why this district cannot become one of the 
most prosperous and influential rural fields 
in all our work. Brethren, by the grace of 
God you shall not fail. In closing, let me 
say to. all Herald readers of this confer- 
ence that the first half of the conference 
budget became due on Decemher 1. It is 
very important to the wor’. that this be 
paid.—wW. M. JAY. 


VIRGINIA 


Norfolk, December 10—A good word may 
be safely said for the children of the First 
Christian Church of Norfolk. Their re- 
sponse to the church’s effort to train them 
is inspiring. Fourteen classes of them file 
into every corner and crevice of our church 
every Sunday morning. This does not in- 
clude the five classes for adults. A junior 
choir of twenty voices assists greatly in the 
beautiful worship service conducted in the 
auditorium of the church for the upper 
classes every Sunday morning, while the 
Beginners and Primaries are having their 
special programs in other parts of the build- 
ing. At eleven o’clock an average of more 
than thirty of cur children attend Junior 
Church and remain throughout the entire 
morning church program. For the children 
special pews are reserved. Just after the 
general opening of the regular morning 
church worship, which consists of a Call to 
Worship, Response by the Congregation, 
Doxology, Invocation, and the Gloria Patri, 
the Junior Church program is executed. 
With some innovation their service includes 
a short sermon, a prayer either by one of 
their own number or anyone else, and their 
especially prepared song led by the junior 
choir. Their presence is an added attrac- 
tion to the regular hour of worship, for 
every one of them places a duplex envelope 
in the offering plate and on communion days 
nearly all of them partake of the Lord’s 
Supper. At two o’clock they report about 
forty strong for Junior Christian Endeavor. 
Here their enthusiasm is in full flower, 
which is evidenced. by the fact that they 
have repeatedly returned from the quarter- 
ly meetings of the Portsmouth-Norfolk In- 
terdenominational Junior Endeavor rallies 
with the banner. But many of them, espe- 
cially the boys, return for the evening 
church service. Besides all this, they main- 
tain a fine Willing Workers’ missionary so- 


ciety, a regular and well attended choir 
practice, and for them a Daily Vacation 
Bible School is conducted annually. In 
them our church most frequently feels the 
thrill of successful achievement. For in- 
stance, five persons joined our church Sun- 
day and three of them were from their num- 
ber. A _ soul-stirring quietness filled the 
church as they so innocently and confidently 
affirmed their belief in Jesus as the Savior 
of the world, as their personal Savior, and 
their purpose to live a godly life. The chil- 
dren of the First Christian Church are 
servants of the King—JOHN G. TRUITT. 
Pastor. 


Defiance College Notes 


THE college schedule has been so crowded 
with interesting events since the previous 
report that it is impossible to do more than 
briefly mention the more important. 

The churches of the city joined in the an- 
nual Thanksgiving service. The address by 
President Caris was delivered to an audi- 
ence which filled every available place in 
the large auditorium of the Pres rian 
Church. 

The Artists’ and Conservatory series of 
recitals has been unusually strong this year. 
The third of the series was given by Edna 
Ver Haar, the popular Swedish contralto, 
December 8. The large audience was highly 
gratified with her work. 

It was a treat to have Clarence Eddy, 
the dean of American organists, for a re- 
cital in Weston auditorium, October 23. He 
came under the joint auspices of the Thurs- 
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Speak Only Well 


O be not the first to discover — 

A flaw in the fame of a friend, 

A fault in the faith of a brother 
Whose heart may be true to the end, 

For we none of us know one another 
And oft into error may fall. 

Then let us speak well of each other; 
When we can’t let us not speak at 


—The Methodist Protestant. 
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day Musical Club of the city and the De- 
partment of Music. ‘ 

Dr. Ira Landrith delivered a very inter- 
esting and humorous address in Weston 
Hall, Wednesday evening, December 10. He 
came in the interest of the Intercollegiate 
Prohibition Association, which is seeking to 
carry its educational message in behalf of 
temperance around the world. 

The Y. M. C. A. held a winter carnival 
in Weston Hall Saturday, December 13. 
This was an unusually pleasant and inter- 
esting event. Plays, stunts, and various ac- 
tivities occupied the time given to it. The 
receipts were for the use of the conference 
and conventions committee to assist in send- 
ing representatives to the summer confer- 
ences. 

Monday evening, December 15, the chem- 
istry and physics departments held open 
house from 7:30 until 10:30. Demonstra- 
tions by students, displays of equipment, 
and popular ten-minute lectures on the 
“Energy of the Atom” and similar topics 
made up the program. The close relation 
of chemistry and physics to everyday life 
was demonstrated. Home economics pupils 
gave chemical tests of foods, fabrics, and 
cleaning methods, many interesting and 
popular experiments being performed for 
the benefit of the visitors who thronged the 
building during the entire period. Several 
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hundred persons were present, including 
many high school students, some of whom, 
with their teachers, drove as far as thirty- 
five miles to be present. 

‘The entire student body was delighted 
with the achievement of the football team 
this autumn, which experienced the most 
successful season of recent years. Nine 
games were played and eight of them were 
victories for Defiance. The championship 
of the Northwestern Intercollegiate Asso- 
ciation was won. But above all Defiance was 
represented by a squad of splendid young 
men who won pleasing recognition for the 
quality of their behavior wherever they 
played. 

_In harmony with what is now an estab- 
lished custom at Defiance, the College Cho- 
ral Society, Blossom Jean Wilcox, directing, 
sang Handel’s Messiah Wednesday evening, 
December 17. This is really the Christmas 
program for the college and is given the 
last Wednesday before the students leave 
for the Christmas vacation. 

The soloists were Miss Wilcox, Carmen 
Burke, Donald Foltz, and Harvey Rohn. 
They with the chorus of more than fifty 
voices gave a beautiful program, which was 
enjoyed by a large audience from the col- 
lege and city. 

_The annual candle-lighting and carol- 
singing followed the program. This is one 
of the most beautiful of Defiance customs. 
The thousands of lighted candles in the 
windows of the campus buildings and sur- 
rounding homes shine forth with the Christ- 
mas message in a manner never to be for- 
gotten by the beholder. As they shine the 
voices of the carolers are heard singing the 
carols which are freighted with the mes- 
sages found sacred through the centuries of 
the Christian era. 

The outstanding event of the autumn was 
the series of meetings and conferences con- 
ducted by Hermon Eldredge, of our Chris- 
tian Education Department, under the di- 
rection of the Christian Association, De- 
cember 9 to 15 inclusive. As a more com- 
plete story of the meetings will be given 
elsewhere, only brief mention is given here. 
It is sufficient to say that in the days of 
his presence, living with the men of Sisson 
Hall, he deeply influenced the lives of De- 
fiance students. The fruit of his stay will 
continue to be harvested for many months. 

ELIZABETH F. WELLS. 


How the Heart Keeps Christmas 


AGAIN the gladness and hope of Christ- 

mas is here. Again our hearts are made 
to leap and bound with a great, enthusias- 
tic joy. Joy is the keynote of Christmas, 
as was expressed in the song of the angels, 
over nineteen hundred years ago, “Glory 
to God in the highest, and on earth peace, 
good will toward men.” Lost Eden resulted 
in lost joy. Paradise regained means joy 
restored, for the touch of Christ is the touch 
of reconstruction. That which was broken 
through Adam is made whole again through 
Christ. The “good tidings of great joy... 
to all people” which throbbed from the 
heart of God and unfolded in Bethlehem’s 
wondrous redemption story, should make us 
all happy’ and songful, and light our 
churches and our homes as with the smile 
of God. For the deep underlying signifi- 
cance, the undermost fact, of the holy ad- 
vent season is contained in the sweetest mes- 
sage earth ever heard—Christ for the world 
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and for me. Through this treasured truth 
is borne into human life a new note whose 
echo will never die out and makes for all 
mankind a bright today and a brighter to- 
morrow. The star of Bethlehem is the star 
of the world’s unfading hope: it is the star 
that never sets. 

So let us pause amidst our Christmas joys 
and think, only deepen the very joys we 
have. In those countries where Christmas 
is celebrated the most reverently and heart- 
ily, there you will find men, women, and 
children who are most happy and prosper- 
ous. There you will find good laws, good 
schools, good asylums, good parks, free hos- 
pitals, free libraries, free art galleries, free 
churches, and last, but not least, that mod- 
ern paradise, the Christian home. We 
should therefore remember at this time, and 
remember with great clearness, that all that 
is best in modern Christian civilization can 
be traced to the Babe of Bethlehem. It is 
the flower of which the seed is Christ. Let 
the man who admires our civilization, yet 
ignores the Christ whose teachings have 
gone before and made it possible, admire 
the daylight but ignore the sun. It is the 
Christ of Christmas who has made our civ- 
ilization worthy of its name. 

With these and kindred thoughts the 
heart keeps Christmas. Let us see in Christ- 
mas something more than the mere excite- 
ment of a gay and mirthful holiday, some- 
times more abiding than its passing pleas- 
ures and delights, or we shall miss its finest 
flavor and lose its richest fruits. The 
Christmas festival must be matched with 
the Christmas heart.—Dr. Charles Evans 
Pilgrim, in Religious Telescope. 


Wayfarers of the Air 
By Miss Z. I. Dahvice 
N this age of marvels, when many are 
astonished at the human achievements of 
‘those who traverse the air, it is a good 
thing to know that the “fowls of the air” 
are still a long distance ahead of even the 
most successful of those who have battled 
with the air for conquest in that realm. 
The arctic tern nests as far north as it 
can find land, and winters as far south as 
it can find open water for feeding. Its an- 
nual journey is about 22,000 miles, with a 
distance of about 11,000 miles between its 
summer and winter homes. Its yearly mi- 
gration covers a distance that is nearly 
equal to the circumference of the earth. 
The longest single flight of any known 
bird is the flight over the Atlantic Ocean 
and the Caribbean Sea, made by the golden 
plover from Nova Scotia to South America, 
the distance of 2,400 miles. The far north 
is the homing grounds of this lovely bird. 
Its annual route is through Labrador to 
Nova Scotia, overland, and from there over 
the Atlantic and the Caribbean Sea ‘to -its 
winter home in South America. Its north- 
ward return is in the spring, overland to 
its summer home, by the way of the Mis- 
sissippi Valley, to the regions above the Arc- 
tic circle. 
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Another interesting member of this same 
family is the Pacific plover. This remark- 
able little winged creature, on leaving Alas- 
ka, flies for 2,000 miles over the trackless 
waters, in order to reach its winter home in 
the Hawaiian Islands. The nighthawk has 
a range from Alaska to Argentina, a dis- 
tance of 7,000 miles, which is greater than 
the journey of any other land bird. 


The birds of Central Europe are of very 
special interest to the people as to their 
leaving in the fall and their returning in 
the spring again. Two of the birds that 
are well known to Central European people, 
as well as to most Americans, may here be 
mentioned—the stork and the swallow. 
These birds do much flying toward the lat- 
ter part of each summer, and particularly 
so just previous to their departure for their 
winter home. Perhaps this may be to exer- 
cise their wings, and then rest them often 
before they begin their long flight just as 
athletes practice a great deal before they 
run for the final prize. 

The stork’s autumnal migration is very 
remarkable. It is a great mystery just how 
these birds set a certain day as the date of 
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The Christmas Story 


OD’S love freely giving 
.~ His Best to the earth; 
God’s Son gladly taking 

A peasant child’s birth; 
God’s hosts singing “Glory” 

And “Peace” from on high; 
God’s star a bright beason 

In Bethlehem’s sky. 


Earth’s King in a manger 
Is cradled to rest; 
Earth’s wise men come seeking 
A heavenly Guest; 
Earth’s shepherds, with haste, bring 
The angels’ glad word; 
Earth’s sin has a Savior— 
‘Tis Jesus, the Lord. 
—Lina Cornelia Hall, in 











The Christian Advocate. 
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their departure, gather themselves to the 
number of thousands, and hover over a cer- 
tain chosen locality for hours. Sometimes 
they fly over a certain locality at an altitude 
of from four to five hundred feet; but to- 
ward their departure they soar so high that 
one can just barely see them as a whole. 

The autumnal migrational departure of 
the swallows is different from that of the 
storks. The storks as a rule start their 
journey any time during the day; whereas 
the swallows gather together sometimes for 
days. But, so far as we know, no one has 
been fortunate enough to see them leave; 
for they evidently take their leave at night. 
They merely disappear, not to be seen until 
the next spring. 

The stork clatters a great deal just be- 
fore leaving; and as a rule the whole mus- 
tered army of them join in one loud, happy 
chorus in the air, thus bidding “good-by” 
to the home of their birth. Particularly a’l 
the ‘land birds are at rest at night; they do 
not fly at night while in their summer home, 
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but it has been observed and proven that 
the same birds, while on their way south, 
fly at night as well. ; 

Through a telescope, birds were observed 
flying across the face of the moon, among 
which were recognized warblers, blackbirds, 
finches, and woodpeckers. Their flight was 
estimated to be from one to two miles above 
the earth. 

Other subsequent observations made 
through similar instruments against the 
moon at night showed birds migrating at 
varying heights, from 600 to 15,000 feet. 
The birds fly at high altitude to take ad- 
vantage of the favorable wind currents. 


The bird kingdom is more than sufficient 
to convince us, beyond all shade of doubt, 
of the infinite wisdom and the almighty 
care of God, the Author of all beauty, man- 
ifest even in the birds. 

While the storks and the swallows gather 
themselves in large flocks on leaving their 
summer home, these return in somewhat dif- 
ferent manner. The stork, as a rule, re- 
turns to his nest from year to year, with 
much advertising, through his bill, of his 
presence, on his arrival at his summer home, 
letting the dwellers know that his success- 
ful but tedious journey has been made. The 
swallow likewise makes himself known to 
the village dwellers by much singing, point- 
ing to the happy time coming. 

The swallows love to skim the waters of 
a river. One can usually tell, by the way 
they fly, when a storm is coming. If it is 
a wind storm, they will circle round and 
round over the water, and fly wildly about, 
seemingly at a loss through instinct, to know 
which way to fly, except around each other. 

It is said that the swallows gather by 
thousands each evening in the vicinity of the 
grave of Audubon, then circle around it 
several times before they retire. This is 
repeated every night, without a vacation on 
the part of the birds. 

Grand Rapids, Michigan. 


A Wonderful Present 


OMEWHERE I remember of reading of 
a strange Christmas gift received by a 
young woman. The young woman had ex- 
pected some valuable present. She had set 
her heart on a piece of jewelry which she 
had reason to believe would be given to her 
by a very dear friend, a charming woman, 
the hospitality of whose home she had often 
enjoyed and highly prized. But when 
Christmas day dawned and the young wo- 
man opened the gift from this friend, it 
turned out to be just an ordinary door key, 
tied with a piece of ribbon, on which was 
a little card. The young woman was at 
first so disappointed that she did not even 
read the inscription on the card; but when 
she did, this is what she saw: ‘The key 
to the door of the house of a friend. It is 
yours to use. Use it every day if you wish!’ 
The lovely significance of the gift then 
broke upon the young woman; that lovely 
home with the special guest chamber in 
which she had on several occasions rested 
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sorrows to all of us. 


salvation. 


God’s will. 
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in peace and comfort—this home open 
whenever she minded to use the key! 

“Q beautiful symbol! To let the Great 
Guest into our hearts but once a week or 
once a year is not often enough. Give him 
the key—the key of loyalty and love! Let 
him in—let him in to stay. ‘I will come and 
sup with thee and thou with me,’ said 
Jesus. Let the blessed Savior into your life, 
and the spirit of Christmas will abide for- 
ever and ever.”—Selected. 


Taking the “Muss” Out of 


Christmas 
GOME folks only see the ‘muss’ in Christ- 
mas,” which is not strange with ad- 
vertisements “screaming” Christmas at you. 
Christmas has been commercialized. The 
Savior found the money-changers in the 
temple; he would now find men capitalizing 
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Christmas and New Year’s Greetings 
to all Our Subscribers 


HE year now closing has brought both joys and 
We have all made mistakes 

and perhaps spoken unkind words which we would 
gladly rectify or recall had we the opportunity, but that 
privilege is denied us. .We should, therefore, seek the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit as we enter the new year 
with its clean white page, that we may be kept from 
erring and at the same time render a better and more 
effective service for the Christ who is the hope of our 


May the Christmas chimes be set aplaying in your 


hearts and continue throughout the entire new year that 
you may know that peace which comes only by doing 


ON WR NARA ANE RRNA 


3 
< 
3 
3 


A. F. CHASE, 
Circulation Manager. 
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for financial profit the manger in Bethle- 
hem. 

And the commercial spirit has invaded 
our giving. We give to get, or we give to 
pay back a gift which we have received. 
We “exchange” gifts instead of giving them. 
That sort of barter belongs to a commer- 
cialized Christmas. We need courage in re- 
sisting the tendency to materialize Christ- 
mas. 

The shortest cut in taking the “muss” out 
of Christmas is to put Christ into it. 
We were on the point of saying that this is 
the easiest way to redeem Christmas from 
the defilement which it has suffered from 
mammon worshipers. To put Christ in is 
not an easy way; but it is the straightest 
and best way to do it, no matter what it 
costs. Christmas has no significance at all 
unless it has religious significance.—Chris- 
tian World. 
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Christmas transfigures life. The greatest 
beauty of all is wrought in the realm of hu- 
man personality. All the pictures and music 
in the world are not to be compared with the 
faces of people and especially of little chil- 
dren lighted by the glow of friendship-love, 
and the luster of the divine influence. Santa 
Claus, his pack overflowing with every- 
thing that gives delight, is a symbol of the 
men and women with the Christmas heart. 
Everybody tries to practice brotherhood. 
The spirit of reconciliation is strong and 
those who have long dwelt in the twilight 
zone of selfishness come out to shake hands 
with one another. Christmas makes every- 
body kind to everybody. We have in ita 
living interpretation of what it means to 
love one’s neighbor as one’s self. We begin 
to understand the child’s question, “Mother, 
why can’t Christmas last always?” Christ 
is making the kind of world we all want 
and Christmas is an urge that quickens and 
hastens the work.—The Christian Evangel- 
ist. : 








Deaths 





Miriam A. Baker, daughter of Moses M. and Mary 
Baker, was born May 13, 1839, and died at the home 
of her brother, Jonathan D. Baker, December 1, 1924, 
being in her eighty-sixth year. In early youth she 
was happily converted and united with the Knob 
Prairie Christian Church at Enon, Ohio. The deacon- 
ship of this church has been in her family for over 
one hundred and eighteen years, beginning with her 
grandfather in 1806, then her father, who was suc- 
ceeded by her brother, Jonathan D., with whom she 
had made her home for the last fourteen years. She 
leaves one brother, Jonathan, three nephews, seven 
grandnephews, two grandnieces, and a host of friends 
to remember her kind deeds and gentle Christian life 





Mrs. Ruth Amelia Deniston Sheldon, daughter of 
James and Elizabeth Deniston, was born in Cincin- 
nati, Ohio, May 1, 1814, and died at the home of her 
daughter, Mrs, Hattie M. Apgear, in Columbus, Ohio, 
November 16, 1924, aged eighty years, six months, 
and sixteen days. In 1868 she was married to El- 
bridge Hockett, to which union one daughter was 
born, Mrs. Hattie M. Apgear. Following the death 
of her husband in 1870, she married Dr. S. B. Shel- 
don, December 25, 1872. In early childhood she united 
with the M. E. Church, but after her marriage to Dr. 
Sheidon they both united with the Five Mile Chris- 
tian Church. Since then about fifty years have passed, 
but she was always found to be a true and devoted 
Christian. She was a kird and affectionate wife, a 
truly, devoted mother, a friend to all with whom she 
associated, meeting everybody with a smile that de- 
noted her lovable character. All of her immediate 
family, including an only sister and five brothers who 
served in the Civil War, have preceded her to the 
world behind. She leaves to mourn their loss her 
husband and daughter, two half sisters, one half 
brother, nephews and nieces, besides a host of friends. 
Funeral service were conducted by Rev. Mr. Smoke, 
of Columbus, and burial in the Five Mile Cemetery. 








Official Information 


MINISTERS’ NEW ADDRESSES 


A. B. Kendall, 310 N. Plum St., Springfield, Ohio. 
Cc. O. Spriggs, New Philadelphia, Ohio. 

John N. Ross, 1102 W. 15th St., Muncie, Ind. 
Alonzo A. Thomas, Charity, Mo. 

Alva B. Houseman, R. 2, Casstown, Ohio. 

H. D. Cole, 722 Cottonwood, Emporia, Kansas. 
L. C. Winn, 907 S. Lafontain, Kokomo, Indiana. 
W. C. Stout, Buckland, Ohio. : 

Rosa O. Roemer, Finesville, N. J. 

W. D. Harward, Windsor. Va. 








WESTERN IOWA CONFERENCE 


A special session of the Western Iowa Christian 
Conference will be held in the Truro Christian 
Church Wednesday, December 31, 1924, at 1:30 p. m. 
The items of incorporation are to be acted upon. 

J. M. KaurrMan, Presi 

J. W. OUNRINGHAM, Secretary. 


® 





Library, Union Theo. Seminary 
T20th St. & Broadway (Fnd) Oct 25 


Sunday-School Lesson Commentaries, 1925 


PELOUBET’S SELECT NOTES 


It has been issued for fifty 
years with ever increasing 
popularity and _ usefulness, 
which fact alone is a wonder- 
ful argument for its value 
and helpfulness. Rich in ma- 
terial, comprehensive in its 
scope, practical in its treat- 
ment; every superintendent, 
teacher, and scholar will find 
in it his own personal re- 
quirements. Marion Lawrance 
voices the sentiments of thou- 
sands when he says: 


“How this standard com- 
mentary has been able to 
maintain itself during all 
these years, growing annually 
stronger and richer, is a 
marvel to the Sunday-school 
world. Personally, I do not 
see how any Sunday-school 
teacher can hope to do his 
best without the rich, full 
helps found in these NOTES.” 

It should be the companion 
of every Sunday-school 
worker. Price, $2.00, postpaid. 


PARAMOUNT BIBLE SCHOOL SUPERINTEND- 
ENT’S POCKET RECORD 

A real companion to any superintendent. Helpful 

hints; Brief History of the Sunday-school; Bible Statis- 

tics; Dates of all Special Sundays and Holidays; Sug- 

gested Order of Service; Condensed Reports; Officers and 

Teachers Record; New Scholars, etc. Price, 60 cents, 
postpaid. 

THE MONDAY CLUB SERMONS 
FOR 1925 

For forty-eight years this annual 

volume has maintained its place as 

a commentary on the International 

Sunday School Lessons that is 

“different.” Its particular value 

lies in its unique analysis of the les- 

son, affording the leaders of adult 

classes in particular a summary 

which is unusual, supplementing all 

other “helps.” Price, postpaid, $2.00. 


TORREY’S GIST OF THE LESSON 


The original Vest Pocket Companion, 
which has had many imitators, but no 
equal. As Marion Lawrance says, 
“Boiled down and pressed, skimmed, 
strained, yet full, generous, helpful.” 
Flexible binding, 40 cents, net. 


-_ 


SNOWDEN’S SUNDAY-SCHOOL 
BOOK 

Practical Expositions of the 
International Sunday-School Les- 
sons of 1925. Improved Uniform 
Series; Topics for Young People 
and Adults. By Reverend James 
H. Snowden. Price, postpaid, 
$1.25. 




















THE SUPERINTENDENT’S HELPER, 1925 
A pocket encyclopedia of Sumday-school methods. It 
contains many valuable helps for the busy superintend- 
ent and is vest-pocket size. Price, 40 cents. 


TARBELL’S TEACHERS’ GUIDE 


The previous year’s issues have 
established this commentary in the 
minds of Sunday-school teachers 
and scholars as a most complete and 
useful Sunday-school Commentary. 
The object is, first and all, to pre- 
sent the very best Commentary on 
the lessons, with every conceivable 
help that modern. science and 
modern methods can render. 





Printed in clear, plain type with 
many handsome Illustrations, Maps, 
Diagrams, etc. Price, postpaid, $2.00. 





ARNOLD’S PRACTICAL COMMENTARY 


Contains:—1. Introduction. 2. 
Home Reading. 3. Lesson Text, 
Golden Text, Practical Truth, 
Topic, and Outline arranged as 
a responsive exercise. 4. Text 
also in American Revision. 5. 
Time. 6. Place. 7. Parallel Ac- 
counts, 8:> Comments. 9. Ques- 
tions. 10. Practical Survey. 11. 
Practical Application. 12. Black- 
board Exercise. 13. With the 
Seniors and Adults. 14. The In- 
termediate Class. 15. The Jun- 
iors. 16. The Primary Class. 
17. Maps. 18. Bible Dictionary. 
Price, postpaid, $1.00. 


THE SUPERINTENDENT’S GUIDE 
FOR 1925 


A Pocket Manual for 
Superintendents 


By Dr. Harry Edwards Barton 
NOT A LESSON COMMENTARY 


It is designed to HELP SUPERIN- 
TENDENTS make their’ schools 
better in every way. 


For each month it gives valuable 
suggestions on How to Conduct the 
School, an Order of Service, and 
Hints for the Workers’ Conference. 


For each Sunday it gives an Out- 

line for the Desk Lesson, a Prayer, 

a list of appropriate Hymns, and Thoughts for the Super- 

intendent’s Quiet Hour. Special suggestions for Festi- 
vals and Holidays. 


The book will save many a Superintendent from being 
a failure. 


The fifty-two prayers are appreciated by those who 
need that kind of help. 


There are pages for Records and blank pages for 
Notes, 


Bound in imitation leather, in size to fit vest pocket. 


Price, 50 cents. 


STAR SUPERINTENDENT’S POCKET RECORD 


Most anything that any superintendent could want is 
found in this book in compact form. No superintendent 
ought to be without it. Price, postpaid, 85 cents. 


The Christian Publishing Association 


Fifth & Ludlow Sts. 


‘DAYTON, OHIO 














